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To ctheRet x DER. 
 Courteous Reader, ob Þ | f 


With 4 ſmall Piers, hich A 
for many. years bath been 


ried with its Renowned Authour; 
t appeared not till now, knowing very 
ell, that this late World bath been fit. 
er for Bedlam, 'then for ſober, and © 
Rational Diſcourſes. The Authour © 
ants not evidence for what he ſpeaks, © 
toough. ſpeak what be would; Ul be 
nanied a Stage-Play, be was june to 
neet. with a Momus il ever y-0umne 


Far bes fom COME at ack 
— Condemned, before they are beard, 
[4 | eader) ering: "q we (bythe-pr 
dence of Heaven) ſo happy, as to (- | 
lowed the uſe of our own Eyes,and Rea: 


| denmed, with acquitting the guilty. 


OD. es wy 


ſon again; Be as thou oughteſt to be, 
Reader, before a] Judge. For to con 


demn the innocent, is equally to be con- 


noble Auchour of this Book ſeems {a 
ly to defien nothing more, then Trath, 
and eſpecially i in clearing 'the Senſe 
thoſe two great Luminaries of th 
Church, Saint Cyprian, and Fertul 


| ' Han, his Maſter, in his Book De'Sp6 


Raculis', wherein his principal drif 

onely is, to cry ont againſt, and ſevere 

to. condemn the mixtures of Idolaty 

with their publick Shews : fome in n 
tentions there were of annexing thi 
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Treaties jos roo = Saint Cy- 
prian, beth to this Difcourſt; that | 
every man might ſee , \what the Au- | 
\ thour of this Book ſaw in \them : 
But, for ſome reaſons, that labonr is © 
re -ſpited. It is very well known what © 
Saryrical Invefives are thundred : 
out againſt the 1 heatre, but their puſft 1 
Realons are not yet produced. it may _ 
be, they are reſerved for the ſecond | 
Volume of Hiltrio-Maftix: Indeed ' 
ſome may be ſeen againſt the abuſes of 
it,from which toreaſon againſt theching * | 
it ſelf , would jngender a conſequence * 
of ſuch large extent. that we muſt edt 
our words, or be weary of our Vives. 
For if we f t down by ſuch a Con- _ 
clufion, that things are unlawfull 
in their uſe becauſe nolawtully abu- . - 
ſed, we. muſt neither car, nor. d rinks! Be] 
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| Tot ie Reader. nn” 
nor GE nor. wear Cloaths . becauſe Þ 


b Jum all theſe, and many more, the bad- * 


neſs of mankinde is ſuch,that it prompts Wt 
| them to unexcuſable exoibitancies,and | 
| \debaucheries. Good men have found- b | 
ed much of ther Rhecorick, and their 
= Declamations againſt Stage- "i 


Frfregv upon what others had formerly IF 


aid againſt them, rathzr out of a ſequa- "if 
10s \credulity correſponding with what FP 
ater bave Magitterially determined, 
then a due attendency either to,the P rich 
Journ of right Reaſon, or Scripture 
' Authority, which ought to caſt the 
| feuy, and put greater obligements up- 
"on the Coniciences of reaſonable Crea- 
zures, then the Conjectures or Opi- 


| 3 1 of the graveſt Mortals. But I ; | 


wſt not forget my ſelf, and enter up- 'Þ 
WP for this learned Au- Þ 

- + 

| thours 4 | 
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4 | | IM the Keke 
. ;Mthours undertaking (who hath fober- 
Þ ſly, and judiciouſly acquitted himſelf) I 

Y bave taken upon me, onely to [peak the 
; WPrologue, and to tell you upor what 

{Scene be lays bis Diſcourſe : be needs 
no Epilogue to plead excuſe for the 
Þcting of his Part: And E-make 
no doubt , Reader, if thou wilt but 


ouchſafe hima patient peruſal, but ” 
all alſe have thy 
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= | Ho hath hk heard of St. 
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tain Players for her Servants; and 
give them Weger, as in a jult Yoed 
en, And wonld he ever have dont 
this, being fo _— a Man, it he had 
thought Plays to be propbane ; being 
great a States-man, if inconventent to thit 
State? And now, me thinks, I bave 
fad cnough in defence of Plays, *' 
=*/Bur becauſe not onely the Wieſt Ma 
are ſometimes miftekan, and the Tratt 
'may be found 'amongſt the meanchi 
- | (Sefrectiam eft_Olitor valde —m— 
: wane! It will be fit to lay afide all conf 
eration of the Per/orr, that ſpeak z ani 
onely to take into confideration, ant 
weigh the Reaſons, that are delivered. 
"Its true, Mr. Prin is Plaintiffla 
itis a great adyantage, that an Accuſal 
hath over a Defender : not onely i 
that, he ſpeaks fff, which gets 4' poj 
{eſſion, as it were, of the hearer's Hearts) 
but becatrſs ke hath commonlythepnl 
tenſe of ſome notorious Crime for li 
Foundation, upon which every man natw 
rally is apt to caft'a" Stone: where thi 
Defender muſt himſelf alone not oneh 
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Findicated. I 
pull down the . Baz/ding,. and raſe the 
Foundatton; but vindicate. alſo both. 
the Natural, and the ecquired Inclinati- 
on, and prejudice of the Hearers., And 
eſpecially, the Acca/er hath this advan- 
tage, when he meets with a Common 
Place of ſome Vice to run upon; for 
then he goes away amain with its and 
bears down all before him, with 0 
Tempora! 0 Mores! But moſt eſpecially,if 
the pretended Yice may ſcem to trench 
upon Religion: for then the Defender is 
ſcarce heard ſpeak for the multitude 
of voices, that are crying out even in 
Heathemſb Devotions; Great x Diana 
of the Ephefians : that whatſoever can be 
alledged, 'in defence, out of Reaſon, 
is Jrunry beaten back without 
reaſon. . 

Bur, leaving theſe di/adoantages to 
take their fortunes, and having aclear 
conſcience, that-I no way encroach op- 
on the Bounds of true Religion, Tam _ 
the bolder to enterthe Lifts; yer notſo 
mitch taking .upon:me to be a Champion, 
of the (auſes:g50ncly undertaking * - 
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AS he "5 inhis own Pe 
| know bim not; and he __ 
then he ſeems to me: bur - Io 
him, onely as hg 
| which-camor be-- 
| | emprier of reſenthon iin- Hd] th 
- fitto tell, how farhis Book harhiw: 
upon mes that where, before th 
ing|it, I took P/ays: onel yas. 
| as :bernp- inuſes the: reading: 
| found Plays: Bene eſſ, and ft to:þ 


ada SorINg, Mrgumemts being: raken ll 
«1; - and:nort ſo nuich « 
;" when he-took-themz? no 
comesto put- themef tg 
Loi not/onely nor-t6 be wergbe, 
nottobe Silver 5 and ſo, where he i 
tended by it ri 
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He takes his; Fiift Raj 
rows £5 Devil: "> "up Fd _ | 


himſelf ter: ac 
the Devil, - then: we are; 
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F  *f Lie. He will-ſay, perhaps, he had 
| tit from Ter;alien; who tells alſo, that 
| the {ngelr were caſt out of Heaven for 
| inventing Aſirologze: as true in theo 


yet who knows, not of things 
CE RE.” 
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a$ 12 the other, It ſeems, Toertul:an bad 
no true Inventory of the Devil's Invents 
ens: yet this man would make us 8 
very Feels, as himſelf, to take all for 


current, that he hears him ſay. But 


what, if we ſhould ſay,that many things 


| have been di/covered, and made known 
to Men, even by the Devi/; which yet 
are profitable to be known, and /ewfal 
to be e/ed ? Doth not Lodevicut Yeves 
affirm, that the Devi invented Lagick 
Yet will any man,-that hath Reaſon; af- 
firm| Logick to be wilewful? The Devil 
confeſſed Chriſt to be the Sor of God;: 
when the Fews knew it hot, or would 
not know it: and is this man fo yery a; 
Few, to think it therefore unlawful to! 
confeſi Chriſt? And whyis it any better. 
Argament to ſay, The Devil invented it ;\ 
therefore it is lygprow : then to ſay, God. 
znvented it ; therefore it is Powe F:And 
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and ſaith , Pleys were invented by 
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been rejeed? Which he cannot beſo 7 
forgetful, as to deny, if he do' butire« -. = 
member the Brazen Serpent, If thena 
thing Javented, and Iofhented by. God, 42 
might, being «o/c, be rejefted; ' why © 
may not a thing Invented, and Inftituted 
by the Devil, the Evil being removed, 
beretained? For.itjs not the /xventour, 
that makes a thing to be ge#d, or evil; 
but. it & the Conformity, or Oppoſition to the 
Rule, and Will of Gxd., Indeed by the 
Paw of this firſt Argument we may ſee 
what a kind of. Lyoz we are hike to finde 
in the ſequel of his D:/coerſe, For where 
Tertul;an, and other Fathers, prove the, 
Plays of the Heathen to be all naught, and 
execrable ;. becatiſe Ideletrour, and full 
of Superſfiition:; and thereupon infers, 
that To were. Javenta Diabolorum, -In- 
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vention of Devils; as from whomall Evil : 
originally doth flow: this man, like a' = 
cok, goes backward with their Res R 
the De, 
vil; therefore are execreble, and wnilam-. © 
ou of fo, R] = we 
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'Andeven os he gui tne & this; yo 


Eero gal "with 
 ar%the ſeeks to putir.off again aud 
yetis willing to bold i c hl, : 
OO [Fol r6.] 


* Ys ſoy, 
Heatheu People, as the Devils 1 nftru 


Judgment of this man ;' that ſees not": 


whata. Fall he. hath taken by raiſing rhis- y 


Argument ;to fall fromthe Devi Hes. 
then Prople : but well, Quod br 


we take hery ew down. Play: were 
oe: can "Devil j "burby Ba: ; 
Oo 


then People: ſo his Firſt Avgumens' 
outof Doors by himlelF; "and witthiz 


mud be ſerved: nas becrer __] | 


| COINes much to'0ne; But'ſee che; : 
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Devil ſhould COIRE, a 


be of his mnventmmy.; 
mend the marrer. with, 


me onal Fain; be ws 

Play: are:  but:-miaſt her for. Srſt 
Playsto be bad, "beforErhis . 4/s 
do him any 

them to-be: 


yer he hath: an. Jnventrn'" to ferch an 
Arpument: From. hitm';''; \and' this it is: oe 
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fa; but he hath no ſooner. made 
this' Frowment, | but he finds fault with 
ithimſelf; for{ Fol. 37.] /o were many 
| of our Churches, which now are converted 
ts Chriſtian »/#s. - Upon this he replyes, 


' I - and chen again refjeyn, and plays at faſt 
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his; ez. the Devil will not; 
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and looſe, goes mm: and out ſooften init, 
that it were but to run a Wilde-Gooſe 
Chaſe, to offer to follow him. Yer L 
canoot let paſs one ſubtile part, he youſy 
ar parting; where he faith, [ Fel.4o,} 
that #7e for bis pare thinks it impoſſible, that 

ever Plays ſhould be reformed; for whe 
Joeulddoit ? Gord men will nets they ra- 
ther wiſh: their ruine, then their uſeleſs wel. 
fate : Bad men will not, becauſe they delight 
anitbeir pleaſing Corruptioner. And fo he 
concludes them to be deſperate, and paſt 
all hope of Reformation. But may we not 
better apply his Argement to himſelf ; 
and ſay, We, for our parts, think it 
impoſlible, that this man's 2rakce ſhould. 
r be Reformed; for who ſhould 
- do. it? God's Hely Spirit: will not, 
fo long. as he is reſolved to rentinue 
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. would have him be mere maltciones then 
' heis, if poſſibly it mi ht be effected by | 
him : and ſo conclude his Cefdito:be 
defperare , and that he muſt be 'ain-to 
on in the rage of his Melice Kill, 
| Hewanrof Oneto wad him. 1 |} 
But his Fourth Rys/on comes in moſt "oy 
— where he! makes { Fol, 439] 
; the Pomps of the Devil, and Yanitier 
ws withed World ;; which #pery: Chit» -: 
fo men beth rexonaced in his Baptiſo, 
But this Res/on- cotnes-not ns woos | 
ply in, then we ſhall-ſee it 
out ; as having no Create for o—_ LEY 
being khown. ” or who ever took the _ 
Pomps of - the | Devil - to be -menntzef 
we: ,--arid ara | - oy ol Hr 'Vatw- 
eſpecially, 
Ek like like 2 For Me Map Ng to'd 
Play, and another,” inthe mean time; be | 
Iwxurious, arrogant, and proud; in which ' - 
of theſe Two ſhall-che Devi be faid - 
' to bein his- Pomps f Certainly, notiti = 
| him, that is at 2 ys. for he may be 
there, and: (the \ rathor - for > 
being there) have bomphts, 
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phich are dedicated io the Devil, bus Pornps, 
Anpels, 7 apagirel their Idelatrees ; 
' bet, if chere e any thing in 6 Play, that 
lengs not to on Idol ; neither ſhall it 
clong to 1dolatry, nor yet reach to the 
emnonncing we make in Baptiſm. What 
| could have been ſpoken more plainly, 
to have made him underftand , if his 
Zeal had not blinded his Underſtanding ? 
or  tÞ haye made him go regbe, if 
ad not been wilfully benttogo eftray? 
Ff he would now at laſt bur take this 
Drſtinftion along with him, in ſurveying 
his Book once again ; and apply it where 
there is occalion: it might do him no 
fmall eaſe in disburthening the Body 
of his Book of many peccant , and 
Hemenrs, which make it ſwell into 
. [this hage Bulk, 
It ſeems he candono good againſt 
| Plays with his Arguments from the Devil; 
and therefore now he 'means to give 
"the Devi] over: and itis Time; for we 
may, marvel , what pleafare he. could 
take, to keep him company ſo long. 
Yer: he cannot leave the Devil fo — 
Tp ut 
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but he muſt have a Treck from him ſtill, 
and be tearing mens c/oaths from off 
thir Backs; as the .epi/ did, Luke yiii. 
27. For his 4iflike of Plays now (though 
with interpoktion of ſome extravegant 
concetts, Which he calls Rea/oxs ; and will 
fitter take - their places afterward ) is . 
becauſe of their Cleaths ( Fol. 179.) 
He thinks #t not lawfull for Men to wear 
Womens cleaths, or for Women to: wear 
Mens; and, becauſe this:is often done in 
Plays, and Maſquer, be utterly condemns 
them. Yet this is well; there is ſome 
moderation in this: for this Rea/an-puts 
not Plays to death; but onely confines 
them, For, notwithſtanding this/Rea» 
fon, they may be lawf#!/ enough a- 
mongft the Indians; who go naked;, 
and, not to go ſo far, wy may be lawful 
enough too amongſt the rib, where 
one kinde of Garment ſerves Men, and 
Women, Bat, tho we can be con- 
tent to croſs the Water to the Bank 's-Srae; 
yet we thould be loth to croff the 1: 
Seas to ſee a Play: and:can we not lee 
one here, becauſe of their Cloaths? A, 
| Indeed Þ} 


obviidewe fart, 
1 The þ mes fob ne not wee 
Ws faves +—conceranihomb -A 
| "Prepnar eto: bur wherc finds 
4 hethis Preceps? even inthe ſame lace, 
'  « wherehie findes alfo, that'we' muſt nor 
E  \wedrcoatbrot Linſsy-Wadlſey: and ſee. 
ing we /awfully now wear Cloaths of Lin. 
\foy-FFoolſey; why may-it not be as /awfull- 
” . for Men to puton Fomens Garments? 
| [But, if he will have this Precepe to ſtand 
MW i fore, though it be no; part. of the 
| \Merdl Law, yet becauſe irmay have # 
Moral conflruftion ; how will he then de- 
Fend/his own eating of. Black-Puddints 
axed: 'thie Prevept for eating of Blood? 
this Precepe againſt eateng of bog 
|. hathaRtronger Tie,then that for weorin 
mr cha For that, as given onely* 
WE. By aofer, may, with juſt i babilag;bE. e 
[Mou t to end with Moſer: but..che- as 
'gair oe eg bleed is continued after- 
ot yihe 4 poftler themſelves.) 
ould it #rouble Mr: Prins. ” 
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of the... Mt | 

trouble CES ir need. not trou- 
ble any elſe 

proves it namore nteſeho, | 
then. to cats Puddahng, and 
matter, .is. not warth;s P | 
Mu ern 6 yg on We 
mens Gar wents 5 what. ivit for Men to put - 
on Womens Conditions? whichis pe _ 
indeed the very Aferel of this jabs 
as Clemens Alexandrinus, and. St, Cyr, 
., | of old, and. of late, arwogh, athers, 
Mecehekeus Alpinds ( a VVnater 
Melanithon excecdingly com miends) 6X- 
poundir. - And if is. be ſo, —_ this 
Man the-true breaker ofthe Preceps 3 and 
not Players: at leaſt, if we may call is 
Wamens conditions, to. do nothing. elſe, 


»., 0 fv A > 13-2» x Goo 


but ſcould, and ne for, what is. all an 
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But, too ive a | 
went, 
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vine! conceive of this Precepr. And; that 
way not'do,as this manuſethto do /to 
ew 2 Bee, bringinthe whole Swarm) I 
i ' name you one of , yer not 
|. wiwm Þ mults, Mertin Luther: whoſe 
 / words upon this place are theſe; His 
39, prohibetur, quin ad 'vitandum pericu. 
um, ant ludendum yore, vel ad fallendum 
boſter, Mwiier poſſit gerere arma Viri, & 
ir ett _— multebri: [ed ut ſertd, & wſtato 
abitu talia non fant; ut decora utrique 
exui ſervetur dignitas,” It ir not (ſaith he) 
' forbidden 'by this Precept 3 bat that to 
vord| danzer, or to play, and ſport, or 

_ to deceive an Enemy, a Woman may wear 
| a0 114 (qt and a Man a Woman's : 
at that tbe ndt done in earneſt, and as their 
uſual abit; that '/d a decent comelineſs 
n both Sexes may be obſerved. And who 


OY: 


nows not, that Lather, when time was;' 
id greater marters in the World; then 
makitg good the Expoſition of a fingle 

text. But, leſt you thould think ita 
CIT Opinion, or that Luther herein 
 were'/now/ar by himfelf,” I will joyn 
. one with him,tharhadas lieve die, as be 
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* i Vindicatid. _ | Y 
.. joyned with him, if he could otherwiſe * 
'O chooſe; the learned Joſurte 2 Lorthare; who, 
1 reciting great variety of [nterpretations 
It upon this Tex?, makes choice of this, as 
e | the /oundeſt; that Drſſumalatio veſtu poteſk 
?; mterdum-/ine peceato fiert, vel ad repreſen- 
u. | tandamComice Tragittve perſonamy vel ad _ 
m || effugiendam pericalum; velinaſu firali- ' 
5 For repreſenting a Perſon in Comedie, or ©: 
zo 

ue 


Trapedie; or for avoiding. of danger, or * 

m, fook like Caſes, a KG, Far 
) put ona man's apparel ; 'and & man a we- 
ro man's: Thus theſe men allow'that in 
or | Plays, for which this man allows. not. 
T Plays. And isit not ſtrange, that Mr. 
; Prin, with all his great Reading, ſhould 
ir || never meet with any of theſe >. Far 
fi [ folio 199.] he profeſeth, he never mat 
'O with any, that was of thit Opinzon:; \that 
s | cither his knowledge muſt be very little, 
n | ifnot knowingit;. or his Profeſſion very 
/e } naught, if; knowing it, he difſemble jc. 
a} But, that this Precept is yot intends i 

ed literally ; as any. part of the More! Y 
Law, is not onely the 1m 


2. Opinion' of moſt 
Writers; but appearethalſo by the thir- _ 
TOO Es *wenl 


g ; bo) 
EIoe 5 
ND | W-\ Ss rb 
S"* +. 6:85 FOOD IL EIT > SF a oi FD 
© nn « I J ; Co Bae he Ken CES 3 re LP 
"2 ELIE C:; SE VEST 2 IST He 5: EP W957 + IMC $6 CIs. 10.7) BSE I TE 
199 "AE ag od = þ. PRE! mw >. Fe 4 £ EE IC IE TY OT Oo TRIESTE} y 
me I =INP? +4 : SOILS Bare” , is "is , 
FEY = Fe OS $5078 UE INS EG * 4 


- 


£8 _ - oh "IJ <5 WS S 3 R ” 

s [1 4 
? rp rv 
| 7 
F as C 
® +. 
Wo $ [4 
. 2 .& } 
i 


th 'Ceren of the: Councel at Ganprs 
Ich this-man Cites'to. the contrary 3 
for, upornthat Canon, the old Interpreter, 
Balſamendelivers it, not onely as :telera- 
'ble, but, in ſome Caſer, as: very com- 
dable, for Women to goin Mens ap- 
rel; as St. Melane, and St. Eugen, + 
. and other Holy Women,are there ſaid to 
have done. There is here offered us an 
«n/wer ; that, thowgh it may be tolerated, 
mus done-to-honeſt intents : yet it cannot 
" tolerated, being done to lewd purpoſes 3 
Players de zt. But this Anſwer, like 
-Þ4 pbibelberh, is lame of both the Feet: 
For neither do: Players uſe it to lewd. 
parpoſes;, neither, if it were a branch of 
an Morel 'l aw, oughtit to be done for 


any purpole. | ; 
| But (Fol. 156) Hypverifie 11 6 notorious 
th and Players are in this notoriaut 


” 


\Fiypeeriter; . and therefore the Greeks | 
_ have but ene word for an Hypocrite,and 4 
.Player'z as if they took them beth far one. 
A very geodly Argument ! as though, be- 
cauſe the' Letines have but one word 


for an Neft;and a Gueft: (Non wy. > ab 
| I ES ies ofpite 
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 Findicated. _ 
Hoſpite tutwr) therefore an. Heft;.and a } 
_ ſhould be all one: which if he 
ſhould go about. ta-prove, I daubthe + 
would be found #6 reckon within her Hof, 
Howlſoever, by this: reaſon, :we- may 
claim as much: difference between an | 
Hypeerite,and a Player ; as is betweenan 5 
Hoſt, and a Gweft: and that's difference ! 
enough. But what is-it,'wheremn Play- | 
ers are ſuch Hypocrites f Forſooth} #» . | 
cauſe men wear womens i 0 conn. © 
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conn 
terfeit the peflares,' and bebaviexrs of me- 
men ; and ſo appear retina = 3 
are men? an to appear other then. they are, - 
ir plain Hypecrifie. It is plain Hypeeriſe, 
no-doubt; . but:it is not ny Fry" 4 
unleawfell' Hyporrifie,” 1s it not fared, that _ 
ſome "Zeal. is not 'goed, if it be without 
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ſay 3 that ſome Hypeerife.is noevil, if it | 
\ 45; "For the evil of H be 
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efent ;- not to.-Deterve others, but 

yolk ques thongh it may 
be c Flypocrs 

it js not \Fdypoertfie, that Hyper Fr 

ot. queſtion. It'is not Hypocrific iwms- 

parrem. W as it then the:/Fhree 

Fe appeared to: Abrehame yet 

ated other; then they: were: 

ces Mens they were Angelr: 

| ae c on Boazes ;- they were: _—__ 

rity. nis there:natas. much: 

ol in \patting' on other's Bodles, et is 
ger: rs\ Garmenes? Did not 
Angel Raphact (when: he cendubted 
r' Tobias in his Journey, both 'take 
ap6nd im the Neme;'and' Perfas and 
Kt comme i the Beech, and behaorenr of 
Azariar?\ ' And: will the ſay, that this 
al as Hypocreifie ?: If _ Angel; 
"might be ſuch  Higdaatitn, and (yet nat. 
fin;: why may not Players Be ſuch fyp6- 
rt es, yet come to beas Angels fins 
 -'F had.thoughtT mane have gotten 
I them leave to Play,' Jo but 
Fl Li o handſomely, and wear | cleathsr but 
of” _ Fethemnbeſ 

| Or 
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' their. Cleathr, ins often as they ſhew 
"them? 


For ( Fol. dy bs » difile Phys 
_—_ Players wear ſuch coftly P Ot 
and repreſent Kings, Kay fock 
ſumptuous Robes, ' Tals rope , perhaps, 
chat Kg, and - = ſhould wear 10 
cloaths, 4 made of Leather 5. becauſe.it 
was of that ſtuff, that God made cloathy. - © 
for Adam, and Eve; who being the 
greateſt Princes," that ever were in the } 
world, it were Preſumption for any to 
wear better c/eaths; then they did. But I 
think-itbeſt to let alone the- Anſwering 
of this | Argument untill we meetat Ps. 
fterdam:; onely Imay- have leave to ſay 
this 3; that he ſhould do Players as great 
wrap, to hinder them from wearing-of 
rich. cloaths , as he:ſhould' do a 
ſmith, to reftrain him from ſelling of ricb 
Plate: for what:do . Players, but fell 


All, that hitherto hath been aid, 
hath been. but accidental, and I may lay . 
his . eutfide Arguments : he never came 7 
to the ſubflance till now ; but naw: we --h 
mma and therefore aw,ye.may look N 
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fac very ſus mater and dk 
be begins. (Fol. as.) The ſabjefR, mat. 
; x and ſiyle of Pla ones laſerutous, ſom. 

i |þ , «nd filthy ; Therefore Plays are un || Ge 
= lavfed. 'Buc not ſo au/ewſul as this Ar- | ne 
= gumen:: for mark the, /avlc-of ic. If he þf tn 
n it thus; The /abjeT@, matter, and | bu 
Jie of ſotne Plays is /carrilous, and #/- Þ' pa 
;. Thongfos "Al Plays are wnlawfall; | m 
who ſeex not the anal of abi fo 
kinde of reqſening, from a portiewer to || 4 
conclude a general 7 But, if he mean it 
thus; The /z < ſje , matter,and ſtyle of all 
Pee. is ſewrr uem,and Shhy ; this is more 
» then che other; ſeeing its 

directly folk: for who, knows not, that = 
Tragedies are not capable of ſcarrility? 
hough therefore .Tregedres: catnot 
get his /eqve ; yer, it ſcerms,they haye his 
" wnent's leave, to hold up their heads, ©; 
live. But how then will the Title.of Pi 

his Book hold up bis Head, to be les p 
k Hiſtrio-Maſlix ? ? have agencral Nena, if 
© it be not general? Will belly, that 
op be not phinh r= "ON wige- 
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well ſerved, be made cither to abridge - 
his Title, or to enlarge his Argument. | 
But perhaps, becauſe” Trapedies are the 
. I Gentry, I may fay, of Plays, heis ſo ge- 
- | cerousas to: ſpare them for their Gen- 
IN vy's ſake; bur then Comedter, which are 
' I butthe Commonalty of Plays, arelike to 
payfor it. But I doubt, he hath not ſo 
much Generefity in him, \but rather,thar 
for Tragedies he hath-other Tragicel 
Arguments in ftore, other Rods in Pe 
for them; and that. this Frownenr'1s 
wholly imployed -upon the neftar of 
Comedzes :- and- therefore ' otely- upon 
them it beats. But is there'no means to 
fave them from beatmy f Are gory £ 
'Blow even fre 

theſe jy or not; firfflatly denyi6 . 
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ry ly, excuſe it, ind: A 
JF isan 6ba/e, 'at leaft donovin 
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modeſt Farr? Pans may we not,laftly, 
fe it; ns fay ;'that-ſome hs 
be, and fometimes muſt be in Pleys; Yo! 


yurtreving — to _— Uſer In Yb! 


Loy of cheſs his Anſwer: MP! 
and ayeakce ome is Argument with il ve 
him again, to teach it  beerer: manners; i fo 
then |to ſlander Plays. | But let us exa/YWpr 
mine theſe marde;''to ſee if we can 
make them good;'i that we: take not 
mare | ane oor ner we-are able to pu 
ot-this 'frgument, though be 
Fankot but one, yet.is, in truth, his) Fleet 
gate; which lets in the meft, or: the 

Ro fantial of all his: Arguments; that, if 
| L well ſto _—_— Fo will not; have 
drop of Water, eicherialf the Spring-Wate 
of Ree/onr,'or of the Pond-Watry of As 
phorities, to turn his. MzH;':'But'in de- 
this there-is no: neceffity of uf 
Aethod 3" for why: ſhould: 1 tied'd 4 
keep. order in an/wering, whey he ike 
a Liberty to keep none» in 'objefling? 
{He is' none of | the':Merthodicals him? 
p wk nn therefore: cannot look; that 
ET . aldbe, | Torpentoding pro 
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beccamn venerit, as matters come to hand: 


Wis chere in P/oys fuch- Scurrility, ; aud 
1; W ob/ceniry, as be pretends ?- Let him.then 


CORRSEISLIISSIUE SES 


4 
_ 


ut 
in 


blame the Poets, whoſe. fault it-is5 . for 
Players do but '«& that, which Poetren- 
_ gain yr NEAFET.NOW 
condeonneng_ © ? Is it NOT. A 
yoper Argument to lay 5. Cherilus makes 
newphty Verſes; Therefore there malt 
no more eres be made: Parts, make 
urrilexs. playsy.. Therefore. Tolls yars 
Theatra jube, Throw dawn all Theatres. 
ws —_— ankhg-al ens Th migur' 
ang; {ed FER.5') & 


lon | 
He 2 or ap re ar. roy 
or with with Nero, Utman ne/cirem L 
16:1 Wold ] had been. an Jgnoremus! Burt 
this. Sophaſiry , ab. Abuſu ETLLESES 
well known now; cxen.Lippy, & Tenſe 
ribus. :fÞ-- the meaneſt . fert. 3:. that One 


of would /wondcr, how he could fumble. 


hes it... but much mare, how he could 
TUno(e at It, pigs ner | 


t Provident, then. we.need ly rt 
. P when, perhaps, Am :-I8 k 
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For can he Gil Mayo direQiy: ith 
any ſuch ob/cenity He wryeth indeed os S e 
tain/geveral Invetives, and Dolur verſal i 
mm encralibus, Deceit lier in gemrals,buthe Bcc 
inflanceth in none: and we doubt net fltir 
but, if he could; he would ;' bur, fincehf;y 
does not, we believe he cannot.” - The 
Steicks, a Self of: Philoſophers , the near, 
eſt of any to Chriſtiamty, were. yer'd 
this Oprazon; that nothing is anhonef, ot 
en tobe ſpoken, which is _ -0f 
{awfall to be done; and therefore' 
caſſed all parts of the Body, and'all 
exrof Lite (which Mod in-us ſy 
prefſeth) i in their common: talk, by 
' Names, in the broadeſt Terms; 

that we may truly fay of Sveiths," Now 
were more ſevere in the Rules of ker 
of t none more obſcene mthe uf 

filthy Te/k. If then 0b/cenity of fy! peed] 
was 9 Dr/paragement \ in a Stoye | ro'the 
reputation of his Virewe ; why oat 
be accompted ſo great a DiſÞenagomi 
i to the reputation of” x Player? wy yet 
< A 'T _ alloy? him this: if any: fark 
iÞ S080, Dſcenity can be found i mn pi 
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Vindicated. YI 
Mer him ſpeak as 6:tterly againſt them; as 
rhe can, I will ptr LOT, Pas 
##Fwill take his part my ſelf: and ſuch, ir 


befſcems, was the 66/cenity of Plays in old 


time, as appears ” Salvianus, Tants 
vocum, ac ververum 00/cantates, ut vel res 
lationem [wi tnterdicant ; that is, So obſcene 
were their Words, and Speeches, arnetre 
alle named. - And: this \is'the 05/centty, 
which the. Antient Fathers ſo mach cry 
out againſt in Plays, as pudicis auribius 
non ferenda, not to be beard by modeſt ears; 
which I would have this man to note; 
that he may be brought z© lay the: Saudle 
onthe right Horſe : for inthe Plays of out 
i} times he ſhall never be able to ſhew any 
ſuch 0bjcemty. - There are ſometimes 
I perhaps, when Neceſſity compells it; for 
fan] repreſenting of ſome: /currilour perſon, 
Oy ſoine_/ecrer ſtrains, in ambiguous terms, 
wy like the voices of Oracles, as it were an 
"Ay 0bſceaity under Covert : (the 06b/cemey, 
Ky to make appearthe condition of the: per-. 
yUl ſon; the Covert; tocxpreſi the modeſty of 
wy the Player) and this is ſo far from of- 
"y fending the Eer-; that itis Ae 
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30 | 
| till ithave paſſed the /ence, as notunder; 
ftood,till examined by the Underſtand: 
ing :-and' being once there, it come 
to be but Obſcenity i= Fd/frafo, which] i 
was in the world before ever Plays were; 
and would be ſtill, though P/ays ſhould 
be no- more. ' And in this they do but 
imitate Nature herſelf, que partes ea, 
| gue aſpeftum 2ffent deformem habituri, con 
zexit, -& abatait:'- who covers the parti, 
which world have ns pleaſing ag 5. nat 
took them clean away, (as this man 
would/have it)but placed them ſo, that 
as they offend not, being ſeen, the 
Eyes ;- no more do theſe ſpeeches, being 
heard, the Ears: 'and would he have 
more modeſty in Players, then there's 
in Nature? ' To expect therefore, that 
Plays ſhould ' be. altogether without 
obſcene Paſſages, were it not to expe, 
that Nerzre ſhould make Bodies altoge: 
ther without Privy parts? And the bear- 
ig. of thoſe ought no more to- offend 
_ [the Earsof any, then the ſeeing of theſe 
| offended the Zy/of Adam, and Eve : of 
which, though naked, they were _ 
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a whit aſhamed. Obſcene feber did never 
trouble them, till they had made them 
ſelves 0b/cene Hearts. For as long as all 
is clean, that ſhould be-clean, the foul. 
neſs of that, which ſhould be foul, will 
never offend. Have 'not the neatcſt 
Cities their Sinks, and Chanels > -yet 
who takes offence tolook upon them ? 
They are neceſſary for our uſe, but 
not neceſſary for- us touſe. They are 
therefore made foul, that we may walk 
clean, Indeed, itis not'ſo much the 
Player, that makes the Obſcenity;asthe 
Spectatour himſelf: as'itis not fomuch 
the Juyce of the Herb, that makes the 
Honey, or Poyſon, as'the Bee, or Spider, 
that ſacks the Jayce. *Let-this man 
therefore bring a modeſt heart to a 
Play, and he ſhall never take hurt by 
immodeſt Speeches : bur, if he come as 
a8pider to' it, whatmarvel, if he ſuck 
Poyſon, though the Herbs be veyer 
ſo ſovereign.” How many Queſtions 


of Ariſtotle's Problemes > how many Cha- 
pters in Books of Phyſeck may be found 
more gnilty ef fach -Obſcenity, then 
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= of Manners : ' and. as in thoſe it is the 
Reader's fault, and nor the Writer's; is 
in theſe it is the. tour's fault, and 
notthe Player's, i  afly evil, or corrupt. 
on. be contracted by them. And he, 
that ſhould forbearto gol ſee a Play ; be 
| | C.heje ſome 


Ins ct F . whets men. W 

.do: alan ir '/parts, and where: 
men many times play the he prteo by by. 
And1 would know a 
day heeverlived, "anche hd Groche 
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is there not as great danger in ſeeing 
vices really afted,as in ſeeing them = 
fergnedly repreſentedſin ſeeing them done 
in earneſt, as in ſecing them but done in 
je? When vices are. really ated, they 
ftand as Copies,and Examples, which men 
arc apt to follow; but when they are on- 
, ly frigned on a Stage, they ſtand as Rocks, 
wed onely to be ſhunned. When fins 
are actually committed, they are as Pitch 
which toucheth-us, and muſt needs de- 
file us 3 but, when. they arc onely repre» - 
ſcented, they. are but as Pitch ſcen in a 
Glaf,, which cannot defile: us, -becanſe 
not, toych us, Where vices are reely 
Red, there men may be ſaidto fand m 
the way of Sinners ; but 'where they are 
onely: fcignedly ſhewed, there, men may. 
re & be rather ſaid, to fir, and hear their Ar» 
CY 1aignment, and Condemnation. .. ...' + 
a - But ( Fol. 48. and-g48..) he would ED. 
make us believe, That all the attraittue 


power in Pla c, $0. draw Beholder HR 
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 madeto confeſs his ignorance: for lk 
him try it when he will, and come him. 
ſelf upon the Stage, with all the ſcurrility 
of the Wife of Bath, with all the ribaldy 
of poppies, or Boccace, yet Idare affirm, 
he ſhall neyer give that contentmentty 
Beholders, as honeſt Tarlton did, | 
he ſaid never a word. And what fcur- 

rility was ever heard to come from the 
mouths of the beſt {#ours of our Time, 
Allen, and Bourbiage> yet, what Phys 
were eyer ſo pleaſing, as where their 
Parts had the greateſt part? For, it 
not the ſcurtility,and ribaldry, that gives 
the PL Es 7 as he fooliſhly =_ 
gines, an yu ;'but it is thi 

Pagel of the trips is fit- 
ted to the Perſon 5 and the Gracefulneſi 
of the Afton, when it is fitted to the 
Speech; and therefore,a Play read, hath 
por half the pleaſure of a Play Aed: 
torthough it haye the pleaſure of ingemt- 
pur Speeches ; yetit wants the pleaſure of 
Gracefull aRion: and we may well aG& 
knowled g, that Gracefulnef of ation, is. 
the greateſt pleaſure of a Play; ſeeing it 
| © | 2M 
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is the greateſt pleaſure of (the Artof 
pleaſure) Rhetorich : in which we. 
be bold, to ſay ; there neyer had been ſo 
z00d Oratours, if there had nor firſt 
ecn Players : ſecing the beſt Oratours 
that ever were, account it no ſhame, to 
have learned the gracefulneſs of their 
Action, even from Players : Demoſthenes 
from Satyras 3 and Crcere from Roſcins. 


Let him therefore keep his ſcurrility to - 


himſelf, and ſend his Proſelytes ro fit 


| with his Hoſteſs at Oxferd;whoſe Apoph- 


thegm was, No mirth without Bawurie: as 
for us,we are contented, to ſee Plays ini 
their beſt Garments, and not in thei 
foul cleaths, in their graces, and notin 
their. faults. 2205 fg 
But who are they in Plays, that'ufe 
ſuch ſcutrilous, and obſcene ſpeeches? 
Hath not a Poet ſaid well ; 


Indeed, if "they were put'into the 
ttouths of Princes; or-Perſons of gra- 
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2 Triftia maſfolh 
Vultum verba decent ,Irati plena minarum, 5 
Ludentem, [sſtiva ; ſeverum, ſefia at on - 
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vity, there were juſt cauſe of diſlike; 
but ro be put into .the mouths of ſcur. 
rilous, and baſe perſons, What burtcah 
they do? None to the Actours 3: for 
the decorum takes away their fault, and 
makes thar faultleſs, which is decent, and 
leſs to the Speatours: for how can & 
zfef them,to imitate the ſcurrility, when 
they ſee it, comely for none, bur ſcure 
rilous perſons ? It rather teacheth them 
to avoid and loath ſuch ſpeeches, ſeeing 
they cannor but loath tobe ſuch per- 
ſons. |For doth this man think, that 
__ to Plays are ſuch fimple Ideots; 
that when they ſee a beaſtly, or pros 
phane| part acted before: them, they 
take it to be done for imitation > Then 
were the Lacedemonans very fools; who 
to make-their children abhor Drankem 


| ” would make their S/aves drank ol | 


wurpole; and a the vice before thems: 


that ſecing in others a deformity fo 


hacefull, they migktl-arn, in themſclyes 


x 


to hate the deformity. 
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(F  Theman had an Itch to be writing a 
ur- W Book; and becauſe he had not matter to 
at i make it goed, he was defirous at leaft to 
or © make it great;he would have a great (las, 
od WF chough never ſo hollow. . Greatneſs, he 
od © knew makes a ſhew, and ſhews carry all 
& I inthe Eye of the world; Subſtance is but 
en WW ſeldom underſtood, and therefore not 
Ir often much ftood upon. And it may | 
m FF be ſomepleaſure, to obſerve, with what 
g | winds he blows up the bladder of his 
4 © Book ; and what pretty tricks he uſeth, 
at WF to furniſh his Table of Vain-glory with 
$3 I variety of Diſhes, He hath one trick, 
» BF which he uſeth in his Texts and ſcems - 
9. | to have learned it from Eggr-Saturdasy 
a i in Oxford, to make- diverfiry of meats, 
o FF with diverfity of dreffing: As for ex- 
” | ample 5 Take the word Effeminavre, this 
of B one word ſhall farniſh him with four, or 
3 I five ſeverall Diſhes of Argaments againſt 
O I Plays: as firſt, (Fol. 546.) Plays effimi- 
s i nate mens mund:s and bedies, therefore Plays 

Nf «re anewfull,” This is one of his Dithes. 
e. 


(FPel.267.) The very aftion of plays u 
efſeminate 5 therefore plays"are untarwfull, * 
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This you muſt take for another Diſh; 
(Fdl. 220.) Plays are ever attended with 
effeminate, and amorons Dancing ; therefors 
Plays are mnilawfall., This is another; 
and I ſhould cloy your ftomacks too 
much, if I ſhould ſerve in all his Deſbez 
of this kinde. He hath another Trick, 
which he uſeth in his citing of Autbours; 
and ſeems to have learned it from 
Gnatho in Terrence,where he counſelleth, 
| | Ob: neminabit Phaedriam, ty 
continuo Pamphilam; for where his Ar. 
gument Calls for Ludos tn Theatro; he 
thereupon brings in, Lades in circo; Lades 
in foro, Ludos in ſopt#, where the matter 
. _—_ Teſtimonies, againſt Tragedies, | 
Comeates, he preſently brings in = 

my 


a 

— of Fathers, and others, againft 
Qacles | of Fencing,” againſt Bear-bait« 
emp, againſt Horſe-Races, and ſuch other 
Games as like to Plays, as Chalk is to 
Cheeſe; and = e, and ſuch liks 


means, he hath made a great bellied 

| Book, as if there were ſome goodly 
I oo within jt; when being ript up; 
; andlookdinto, there is woug to be 
Ay | 2 ound, 


$ » 
[2 Tak 
$ [TIS ; 


df | 
Ve 


> EE DANS SS yu 6: 


Py 


= = @ 


WW GT Wo. Wh. 3 T2 ww 


Vindicated. © 


found, bat a very —_— of wind, and 
water. For, after all his buſtling, and 
ſtir; after all the Creambees of his (Fob 
565.) four and foxrty Tautological Ar- 
gaments, it Comes all but to this; that 
in Plays are often uſed Speeches, and 
other Circumftances,effemrnate,zale, ſcur- 
rilous, obſcene, prophans, and Heathenſb 5 
and therefore (Fol, 447.) corrupt mens 


| manners, tufef} their dfſetions, debanch 


their diſpofitions ; and (Fol. 321.) generat- 
ly tndifpoſe them to all gooanefi; which. is 
all nothing, but either his miſs-taking 
through 2gnorance, or his enforcin 
through malice z for though - ſy 
mans. are ſometimes, perhaps uſed ; 
yet the decorum in the Speaker, the in» 
tent of the Speech, the nature of the Ex- 
ample, make them all warrantable ; and 
are ſo far from working the efe#s he 


ſpeaks of, that they rather refifle the - 


ment, qualifie the A fſeftonr, moderate 
the Paſſions, and generally diſpoſe them 


toall Yirewe: that where we meant but . + 
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onely to defend Plays, 
us now, that we are forced 
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them; and where we thought but one: 

ly to keep them from taking wang 
Liforace? we cannot keep our feive 

now, | from giving them deſerved com 

mendations; «For, what can be more 

worthy our embracing, then that, which 
both intends our good, and workethin 
us, the good it intends? and what'@ 
Players intend, by bringing in a Tyren, 
with words of death, and hands imbrued 
jn blood, but 'to ſhew the deformityof 
Tyranny, to make ns deteſt it? And do 
they intend this good to us; and do 
they not as well work it in us? Certait- 
ly, eyen this as forcibly, as that, ap- 
parently ; for ſeeing there are two prit- 
Cipall Motives to Virtue, Praiſe,and Re 
word; and two things likewiſe that de- 
terr from Vice, Shame, and Puſpment;. 
what can be more forcible, either #0 
draw us to Geodnef, or to withdraw W 
from |V:itionſnef , then where -the' ex- 
amples of all theſe are moſt lively thew- 
ed,and repreſented ro us'? Certaivly,un- 
leſs men be ftark- fools ; rather- wilfully 
| foruninto Pudler, and Quagmures, then 
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to take a fair way when it is ſhewed 
them; they cannat chooſe by ſuch ex+ 
2mples, but be drawn to walk in the 

aths of Virtze. And let him not ſay,as 
508; have ſaid 5 that ſcurrilous,and pro- 
phane ſpeeches are yery dangerous for 
infeing the hearers; becauſe {ſſueſcen- 
do audire, diſcunt fatere, By enuring them- 
{elves they learn to pratitfe ; for this were 
likely to be true, if they onely heard 
ſuch ſpeeches, and ended there, which 
is the faſhion indecd of the; common 
actions in our life; but here, where 
we no ſooner hear the words ſpoken, 
but preſently withall, we ſee the ſhame, 
and puniſhment that attends themz cer- 
tainly, ic would be very ſtrange, that by 
often hearing ſuch ſpeeches, we ſhould 
get a cuſtom of following them; :and 
not rather, by often. ſeeing their diſgra- 
ces, get a cuſtom of avoiding them. 
And to this purpoſe, there is in Senecs, 
apretty tale of - Poet Emripides,who, _ 
in one of his: Plays, having made.a 
Speech of a high ſtrain, in megoitying - 
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oully angrie, -t it, (fearing leaft ſuch 
ſpeeches, ſhould make men in love with 
riches, and prone to covetonſneſs) thas 
that- they were ready to run upon the 
ſtage, and tear the Actour in pieces, 
that had ſpoken it:till Euripides was faine 
himſelf , to come out amongſt them, 
and intreat them, to haye patience, and 
ſee theend: for they ſhould. preſently 
ſee, the riches he ſo exated, to have 
fach a down-fall in the miſeries of his 
rich man Beflerophonz that it ſhould 
leave but little liſt in any man, ever af- 
ter to defire their company. For the 
ſpeech (faith he) was but to ſhew the 
SpeCtatours their own Errour ; but the 
eventiin Fa, was to ſhew them, the 
Truth it ſelf. 

| Whenan AF preſents himſelf ups 
onthe Stage, untill he ſpeak, he is but 
a pi&nre, and when he ſpeaks, he is but 
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is called H:frio, quaſi Hifterio) for 23 
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z Hiſtorie in 'perſon; and ſeeing we 6. 
know no hurt, bo a PiQture; and cannot 
bat commend Hiftorie:why ſhould Plays 
be condemned, which are but a compo- 
ftion made of theſe two > A Hiftorie is 
not condemned, if recording the life of 
Jalian ;. it ſer down, his cruelty againſt 
Chriſtians, and his Blaſphemies againſt 
Crit, And if an Hiftorian may law- 
fully write it, may not- we as lawful 
read it? andif we may lawfully read its 
may not a Player as lawfully pronounce 
it? and what doth a Player elſe; but. 
onely ſay that without moe which-we | 
may read within Book > A Player Acts 
the part of Solomon; but'is neverthe 
wiſer for ating his part : why ſhould he 
be thought the wickeder for ating the 
art of Ners, or the more: blaſphemaus 
or aQing the part of: Porpbyrie? Can 
there be a greater Blaſphemy, then to 
curſe God > yet Jobe's Wife perſwaded 
him to-do fo ; and this is written, where 
itmay be read : ſhall we therefore think - _ -: 
It unlnefall. ro read the Story of Job'2. E” 
Can there. be a' morei#b mous —- 
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ſpeech, then that which the Fews ſpake 
of Chriſt; that he had a Devil, and 
| wrought his miracles, by Belzebub Prince If ct 
| ofthe Devils? yetthe holy Evangeliſt If ": 
| have recorded this ſpeech : fhall we if = 
| therefore think it unlawfull, to read f 't 
| their Goſpells> Can there be a more || /* 
| prophane Speech;then that of the Poet; | 
. | Ede, lude, Bibe: Poſt mortem nulla Vols 
| fias? Yet Solomon in his Ecclefiefler, 
hath ſome ſach' ſpeeches 5 ſhall we 
therefore think it unlawfull, to read the 
| Book | of the 'Preacher ? And why 
then (if we may Parvs Componere magna) 
ſhall: Players be thought, either Blaſ- 
phemous, or prophane: if ſometimes 
_ [they utter ſuch ſpeeches nnder the per- 
ſonof another? ; and indeed to ſpeak 
itplainly, they cannot avoid the _ | 
and uttering fuch ſpeeches, if they will 
be Players. ' For as be, who would lively. 
porrtray a Devil, or @ deformed Monſter; 
maſt meds draw ſome gaſily lines, and uſe 
ſome ſordid colours; ſobe, who- will deli- | 
niate to the life, the notorious lewdneſs of 
Profle inthe world, 'u neceſſirily enforced 
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to ſach immodeſi phraſes, as may proſent it 
wp native £4 elſe he ealth eee | 
ince if ceale, or maſque therr borrid wickedneft, thas 
lifts | none may behold it : not rip tt open, that all 
| we ff may a1bor it ; and thu us the onelyrea/on, of 
read Þf the/e more wnctvil, or {cemmply tmmode/ 
"ore | /oſiages, that are here, and there, ſcattered 
oet; © in this Di/courſe. But in what Diſcourſe 
os. | think ye? evenin this very Diſcourſe 
fer, Þ of Hiſtrio-Maſiix, For theſe laſt eight 
we || or nine lines, are his own very words; 
the | in his Preface to the Reader; to juſtify 
hy | che Obſcenity, of his own very ſpeech« 
2) | cs, which he uſeth in his book. But: * 
af. Þ is this poſhible >. Hath he then, a Mono- 
es || polie of Obſcene phraſes; and immo- 
r- || deft ſpeeches, that none may lawfully 
;k © uſe any, bur only himſelf? may. not 
g, | Players claime the priviledgof ſubjeds; 
rf to the Eng/p Tongue, and ufe then. 
ly. you occaſion, as well as he > No, he- 
eth them onely upon neceflity, ro ex-: 
ſe © preſs the Obſcenity of Players, and do. 
4 | notPlayers uſe them onely upon nece(-" 
fity, to expreſs the Obſcenity of people? 


F But what neceſlity have Playersto _ 
| | _dle 
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| dlewith the Obſcenity of people ? The 
| ſame neceſlity which he hath, ro meddle 
| with the Obſcenity of Players, Buthe 
| could not otherwiſe diſwade men, from 
| ſeeing ſach Obſcene Plays 5 and Play. 
ers cannot otherwiſe diflwade men, 
from being ſuch Obſcene perſons, He 
| may thus goon, as far as he will, but 
| when all is ſaid; it will ever be fonnd 
.| either a voluntary Obſcenity in him- 
ſelf, or a neceſſary in Players : that 
__ | every Part wma! hath bur learned 
broy will bes upon his ;jJacket with 
\this. Wee ft 
| -+ Twrpe eſt Dofori quum Culpa gy 
| e616 (ip 
| * Bur (Fol. ro0.) he ſeemes here, to 
pleaſe himſelf with a Reaſon; thatif 
Plays were good Scholes of Virtue , bit 
ſhould it happen, that (Fol. 102.) Playeth 
end the(Fol, 243.) Frequenters of Plays, 
are commonly the worſt, and moſt vitiow 
menfſ As though there were not matlf 
ER and wiſe as himſelf, that go 
toleePlays? I may juſtly ſay as honeR, 
ſecing no dA Þ na , thet/ 


er oo ee I. EG. OG ee. ok ww a a mo £8 £5 BP 20 ID mm, an, ww £2 


> nets 
4. tt 
: ry 
TIESTO —O—£ IP 
4 Ry T9 
oy” 


ww oo EEE ASEISS S&H 


»» \ Ph Y 
Pmidicated. 


to condemne men, whom he doth apt 
know; and I may as juſtly ſay-as wiſe, 


' ſeeing no Follie, is greater, then to be 


ſo buſie, where he hath-nothing todo; 
and to be ſo Cenſorious, where he hath 


he makes himſelf, to think that good 
Scholes muſt always produce 
Scholers * Were there ever bett 

Schole-maſters in Humane Scholes, 
then thoſe which the Emperour Nero, 
and Commodwe had 3 Yet they both pro- 
ved Afonſterr of men, the one in: Laſ#i- 
viouſneſ and Cruelty: The other in Gruet- 
ty, and Loſcevieu/nefs, Were there 
ever better Schole-maſters in -Divine 
Scholes, then thoſe: which Gebexz, and 
Judas had ? Yetthey both proved no- 
torious Examples toall Poſterit z the 
one of rmcreda/ous Brebery , the other of 
Briding Incredulity, ' But thongh we 


keep no Regiſter, of ſach men, as have 


profited in virtue-| by this Schole. of 
Plays: yet-we are not altogether de- 
ſitute of Examples. For hath not 
Lecian Recorded one Lerbonax, an _ ; 
ne 


no Authority, But is he ſo fooliſh as 


nat" 
ENG £ 

4; 207 Ta 

r a 


: ny 
[i *- 
A OS 
{ ov £ 
8 
Fl , 
KY 


. my on ie eta eos OTST, LS V FO > a" "AONIREY , 
rabbi 8 eohage. 8s Lu Po tat a i. - i LAS - dn ERS. - boots 6. 
WE 9-97 b . ' N % ! : 
: bi x 
. : 4 L 
: . < & o 
7 
ls 5. +» & 
$ * 


neſt man of Myti/ene, who being a re 


Fr 

himfoelf ; that he never /aw # Play, buthe 
returned bame, a better man then be wes 
out? And what hath Cicers recorded of 


Roeſcius; who was a famous hy 


himſelf; and yetno leſs a famous 

neſt man 5s Ut cum drgniſſemus efſet Scand 
propter Artifieium ; etiam digniſſamu: effi 
caria propter abſitnentiam. That his ve 
ry Adyerſary durſt not ſpeak of himat 
the Barr, without this Addition, Quem 
honoris © cauſa. Nomino. And. left he 
ſhould ſay, that the Schole of Playss 


Degenerated, and grown worle, ſince 


that time ; have we not ſeen in our own 
time; atfamous Sgboler come out of this 
Schole; Edwerd Allen a Player himſelt; 


like to Reſezus f and even to go no fur- 


_qmovone of Plays, was wont to lay of 


Famous as well for his Honeſty, as for his: 
Ading: and who hath left behind hin: 
a wotthy Teſtimony ofhis Chre/tian Chy-! 
rity, to.all poſterity 5 And who donby, 
but among(t the SpeRatours of Plays, 
we may finde many, like co Lesbonax?! 
and amongſt Players themſelyes, ſome 
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Plays; (and we doubt not bat he takes 
them for honeſt men 5 as Cicers, Seneca, 
Pline, and a number of ſach. beſides} 
yet were they all Frequearers of. Plays, 
by their own ' confeflion in; their wris 


DELL LET RR 


to ſay, that none but lnfgmeas, Vrchaſ, 
'e- | Prophene, and Gratelefi perſons ate fre- 
at F quenters of P/ays : when all;his worthy 
writers, who he cites for his. witneſſes, 


If their honefties were ſufficient, rQ 
make thera ſufficient witneſſes, againſt 
the lawtullneſg'of going to.Plays 3 why 
are not. their Honeſties as. {yMcient, to 
make their Examples ſufficient Werrante 
ns Y for going to Plays? and -ſo,.I may ſay ih 

ff their Defence, as Cicero ſaid irj Defence. 

Bl of Ro/cins ; Nif eoſdem, © Adver/arios, & 
Tefter babeant,; nelo wincant.:- that. tliere 
never-was poar:Rook made the Inftru- 
ment of ſo.impudenta ly, ſo notorious 
«ſcandal, asthis Hrſtrioz Maſti, _ 
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brings in for witnefles againſt goip to. 


nngs: and how then, 13 he notaſhamed , 


vere themſelves. frequenters.of them? 


* But (Fol. 243.) will 360 knber, boy, 
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| eas thoagh tobe a 
Por , were to ng whos pr Atheiſt 


what but Abe; im could bring forth 


all ſack cxceffively virions men as: be 
would make rhem ? Yetthis mY 
for Ply yothough'ir makes Hl for Play 
for Plorkyy thoughthe moſte 
ly vitious- men, yet arc not ſo, boca 
Players, bu becauſe Paprſls, Let bit 
| take heed, foggy not an-old houſe ty 
vn his head; for rhongh Paprſfs dif 
from Proteflants, in ſore points of Al 
ral, and Theolepical DoRtrine, yet they 
differ not from them in' the nece/ſivy- 


Morsl,and Theological Vireges Although 
therefore we do not queſtion his <6 
dible Information, yet we I aye ion 


his incredible Con 


deed a very incon _ oboe ily. 
ty. If he had onely. aid, Some Papi 
are exceflivcly vitious men ;- though op 
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tis had —_ 2 buke perifacie A fſer- 
4 pr no Papriffs them 
Ho woul % phinors have gain-ſaid it: for 
what Redroron was ever known,thathad 
noc fone Profeddors of it exceflively vi- 
tious ? But, when he ſaith; P/ayers moſt 
aceds be exccſhvely vitious, becauſe 
they are Papifts, this lays a taint upon 
the generality 5 and makes a 
anhoneſt man, to be Doſparata, and Jn 
ible ; as never polible tomeetto- 
rin one Perſon, In whichopioi- 
on (what Purtens may do, I know not, 
bme) 1 verily think, ſcarce-one Prozefiont 
will be found to take his part. Bur wo 
may leave Papiſts to defend their! ha- 
nefties, as they can themſelves: and 
this man, as he-can,. to oppugn it ;' wE 
meddle no further: with them, en ci- 
dec fide ; but, Jop wederjnt, Jpſe videree. 

- Sufficient hath been ſpoken in behalf 
of Players obſcene Npeachers ; battheſe 
| are ſcarce pnehalf of their obſcenity: 
for beſides theſe, (Fol. 374.) There are, 
nP/ayzs wanton geſemrey, anmgrons hifſes,and 
—— M60 obſaeme fi Wits, F; 
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and tht preat provocations to luſt, for which 
he fpectally condemns Plays. Grave crimen, 
| Cate Caſer Kifſes, and amorous kifles, 
| very obſcene fighrs,and great provoce 
tions to luſt : bur why more being dotie 
| upon the Srage, then done in his own 
houſe > Why more done in fiton, then 
inrealtty? Why more uſed in Feſts, then 
uſed in earneſt > Why more ſeen ſeldomh 
then ſcen continually ? For who ſees not 


| every ſtranger that comes to- his houle, | 


' to kiſs both his own, and other mens 
wives before their faces? yer all done 
with Yefta! modeſty 3 and no man ever 
heard to complain, bur onely this man; 
as born, it ſhonld ſeem, under ſome 
very luſtfult, and: jealour Conſtellation. 
| And will not even Natare herſelf, by 
this Reaſon, be found guilty of immo: 
 deſty ? for making Pipeonr to bill opets 
Iy, and cs. to tread their Henr before 
mens faces ? a fight, it feems, a Brother 


| Cannot ſee, burit preſently ſetshis teeth 


a water, to be doing the like. But faſt 
we got think his inclination then'a very 
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Vindicated.” 6 - 7 
that can be enflamed to luſt with ſo cold: | 


provocations ? However it be, this equi- 
ty cannot juſtly be denied to Players 5 
that, either this man may not be allowed 
to kiſs, and uſe amorous Complements, 
when he goes a Wooing 5 or they may 
be allowed to do as much, when they . 
repreſent him a wooing. Se £1 
But there is yet in Plays a worle mat- 
ter then all theſe; for, (Fo/. 390) they. 
are the very places of meetings, where laſct- 
vious matches are oftentimes made, and 
ſometimes alted. But ſhould nor laſcivi- 
ous perſons have very .ill harbours, if 
they had not better Ports to. arrive; 
at, then to meet at a Play-bouſe? And 
why Plays more then Fairs, and Mer- 
tits? why Plays, more then confluence 
at Marriages, and other Feſtivals f why 
Plays more,then frequenting of one an- 
ather*s Houſes ? and what ſaitha Potts, _. 
Why Plavs more, then even: goings to. 
Oburch it ſelf > w (rites 
Quis locus eft Tamplis augaſtior? bac quaque 
In culpam ſi qua eft ingenuoſs ſua. |, 
 » And, jt feems indeed, where Play, . 
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54 The Theatre 
houſes were ſo bad, that Temples were 
no better; as 4fins:izus Felix faith » Ubi 
maps & Sacerdotibus, quizm inter Aras, & 
Bb condicuntar [tupra ? traftantur le. 
nocinia 7 Allalteria meditantur > Frequen- 
tins demque _ 15" ns Celtulis, quamin 
iÞhis Lupanaribus , flagrans libide 4 
= FT what a avet. if the —_ 
uſed in Plays ſuch 0b/cemities, who ac- 
counted ſuch 06/cenittes to be but Plays? 
as little caring in ſuch things to ſeem 
honeſt, as to be ; but this is not the Caſe | \ 
of Chriſtians, who, though never ſoirre | *| 
. galar, will yet obſerve this Rule ; $7 no 

ſt, tamen caute, If not chaſtly, yet | 
Ccharily. And what caution were in this, 
fo offer la/civzour Beecher, where all mens 
Ears ; or laſcivious afts, where all mens 
_ Eyes are continually upon them? asif | 
a Thief ſhould ſteal in the open ſtreet, 
' where allmen ſee him? ( Fol. 387.) He 
tells of He/rogabalur,that he commanded 
Stage-Players,to commit Adwteries,real- 
| ly, and openly upon the Stage: he tells 
* _ of. Tiberms, thathecauſedothers to de- 
|, file themſclvcs before his face.” And 


wiy |. 


7 3" PORES II uf) "a 8 
3: H2- TEIEy SLE ALT, 


”- 


Roa BE ES, of it, 6 8, 


for the p PIN IE 


A'T >? eaOso 


own meditation. 


how mn and beggarly TT 


men, and 


Rode, TY 
viprelks hotheſs Gtby tales, bat cacly 


for elfe, how far aze they from 

ter, in, ſpcaking of our Plays f whenke 
ſes any ſuch afts committed upon our | 
Stages, let him not ſpare toxckbusofin: 
ti then, he may lcave his gabling| of 
Helzagabalus, and keep his Stories 
in ftore for the private delight of his. 


be bark hicherto maintained himſelf 
with the &b/cenrty of Plays ; but now, 
that the Patrimony''of that: Atgament is | 
fpont, and gone, youſhaltpreſchtly ſee 


and: fos yery m—— fall a 
For, his very next: Ar | 
fiolen, where he makes (Fol. - } Plays 
un/awfull, becarnſs they are blaody, aud ty- 
ranncat, breathing uathing bat Malice, - 
Anger, and Revenge:; for this deloogs 2 
property. ta the Spedtactes of ' Giadza-  \, - 
vers, and Fencers, and nor ta Plays; nn- 
les crc ever —_— 
ctimes Chr San nch, were | 
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voured; but, what is this to our Plays? 
ere never any wilde Beaſt was ſcen || can 
upon the Stage, unleſs perhaps ſuch || ws: 
wilde Beaſts as Devid ſpeaks of, who | (ll 
are like to Horſe, and Mule, that bave | tin 
no Underſtanding. Ro” | 
' [He hath another yery Thrifty Rea-| || an 
ſon; by which he would make us think || at 
him a good husband for us ; (Fel.. 302; || an 
2nd 310, ) where be condemns Plays, be» || ve 
cayſe they make thetr Spefatours ſpend [6 
much money, and time in ſeeing them, But || he 
what will French-men ſay in defence of || H 
their Recreation? Who'ſpend more || 6 
mony, and time in one. day at Tem; | 
then theſe ' SpeQtatours do in many ff «: 
weeks atPlays? 'and how comes it, that t 
ſeeing he aimes onely at cheap recre- $ 


| ations, he forgets the Emperour Dems 


P ; þ Poon, in catching of Flies? For as for 


W - ziax's Recreations 3; who made it; his $ 
= ſport, to ſpend an hour in the Afﬀter- 
| 
| 


thoſe, which he allowes of, Fiſbing, and 
Lam, + Hunting, and Hewhing; the 
very Fable of Aﬀze would make 
him ſee his. Errour, if he had the 'will 
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tw underſtand - the Aſsra/. But how 
can we think hima good: husband” for: 
us: whois fo bada husband for him- 
felt? for whata deal of mony, and 
time- hath he ſpent in Tranſcribing of 
Authours,and Printing his Book:which,if 
a man ſhould ſay, had been better ſpenr 
at Plays, though he perhaps would be 
angry : yet as wiſe men as himſelf, I 
verily think, would be of that opinion. 
He hath another Argument, which 
he ſeems. to have borrowed from the 
Heathent Bacchanalta: where (Fol. 508.) 
be makes Plays unlawfull;brcauſe they are an 
immediate occaſion of Orunkennefl,” and Ex- 
ceff. It was indeed uſualat thoſe Feafts, 
to Surfet, and be Drunk; or rather 
Surfeting, and Drunkenneſs were the 
Feeft it ſelf : but who ever faw a 'man 
Surfer, or be-Drunk ata Play ? and how 
can that be an occafion of Drunken- 
neſs, which neither miniſters Example; 
nor Means of Drinking? No Example ; 
unleſs perheps' in Fiction: and+ then } 
not ſo-much; to repreſent men Drunk. , - 
with ine, as thisman with Errast.'s1 15 
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| He bath an other Argument, which he 
feems to have been looking in a Gl 

' when he madent: Itrefleds ſodirealy 

upon himſelf: (Fel. 501:) where ho, 

makes Plays Unlawful : becauſe they axe 
the conſtant cauſe of much Sloth, and Jas. 
eff. For what greater Idlenefs, then 
to ſit all day, tranſcribing of Aathezrs; 
which is but 4am Apere ? But ſhould 
he not by this Argument have conclud. 

_ edrather the Gow? to'be unlawfall? of 
which, when one was asked, what Idle. 
neſs was the work, he anſwered : Pods. 
grice Pedes, the Gout tn the Feet f Indeed 
to ſec a Play as he(it ſeems, reads Books, 
to look onely in: their Tables ) it 
might.not be much better ; but to ſeea 
Play, with that due obſervation, which 
the true uſe of Plays requires, he will 

finde it, as farr from Idlenefs to be at 

a Play, as to be at Schole + and Scholers 

F/þ would take it ingreat dudgeon, if he 

£/ ſhould fay, they were Idke, when they 

FF are at their Books. But what fait 

P  Uttilins in Pliny: Profies otiafim of 
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_ Findiated. G9 | 
better to be at # Play,and be Ii»: then to fit 
Seribling owe of Authours, and donething. 

He hath another A ; wah 
which, it ſeems, he feeks to cheat uss 
where (Fol. yr 5.) he makes Plays wile. 
fall; becauſe Play-bouſes are the Schatar, 
and Plays the Lovhures, 30 teach men, hem te © 
(heat, and Strat, For, Who knows nat, 
that Theews, and Cheatourr, cankewe there 
Scheltng for nothing ;* and need not th ' 
pay forit, by going to Plays! Indeed, 
a farr cunninger Schole-maſtcg. they 
have to 'reach them the Craft, : then 
Players; one that is in Earneſt; rand. 
would take it i} at their bands, that they 


| ſhould take avy iltin hand, which they 


had not from him. = _ not this 
Reafon, through the ſides of Plays, give 
greater dem ro Afexes, and Seſfrons ? 
For there indeed, the plots, and pra- 
Qizes of Theevery, the tricks, and Can« 
veyances of Cheatours, arc tat 

open, and publikly made known: that. 
if he call ir a Schots, certainly they are 

Free-Scholes + or rather  Headennet' in | 
compariſon of Mays, But who a_—_ "1 


| Y 


ver Thefts, and Cheatemgs indeed, buit 
not 'as this man would heat us 5- and 
make us think, to the end, they may be 
uſed, but as Loprch teaches fallasres,to the 
end to avoid them. We may juſtly there. 
- fore for this reaſon, binde him ovyerto 
the Seſſions, both for the implicite afper- 
fan he lays upon them, and for the ex- 
plicite cheating, he feeks to put upon us. 
'He hath another Argument, which 
we may call his Rain-bow, ſeeing there 


_ ... are as many Vices in it, as there are Co- 


lours in the Retz-bows (Fol. 551.) 
where he makes Plays unlawful; becauſe 
they occafion an apparent breach of all the 
ten Commandments, of which we may ſay, 


novem? for ſome fins arc incompatible; 


that where one is familiar, the other will 


always be a ſtranger, unleſs he. mean it 


"IÞ as St. Fomer ſpeaks4' that he which is guil- 


oy of one /in, u guilty of all : and in that 
enſe, we may ſay as much of him,when 


| be dothbur onely tell a Lie. This man, 
' withalitile help, would bring it _ 
| | that 
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not, that both Plays, and $ eſſtons, diſco. 
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that the very fin of onr firft Parent Zoe 
was nothing elſe, buther being a F/eyer; 

where ſhe and the Serpent were the 

AReurs, and Adam the Spefatoxr z and 

not onely that all Players are damned, 

but that none elſe are damned but they. 

For, if Players break all God's Com» 

mandments, then he, who is na Player; 

breaks none of the Commandments; as 

when A&/op's fellow, being asked what 
he conld do, avſwered, He could do all _ 
things; then faith /op, If he can do 
all things, there is nothing left forme 
to do. You will ſay, This is not to an- 
ſwer,but to trifle 5 and hath not Se/qmen 
adviſed us, Anſwer not « fool in-lixs folly, 
left thou be like unto him 7 'yet, ſeeing we 
have anſwered his Argements ba - 
where he charged Plays with the Yices. - 
in particular, it may well cuough ſerve _ 
for an anſwer to'this Argument, where _  } 
he-chargeth them in general: and ſo wa 
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obſerve alfo the other Precept of Solos _- 
mon, (fellow to theformer) Anſwer « 
foul in bis folly, leſt be be wiſe in htyown *& 
concert Ze? (53 gen , 4 
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You hmve-heard many grave Argent 
pu hall hear one Ai to make you 
web, (Fol. ag1- where he makes Plays 
wwlarefull, becau/e they provoke oftentinaes 
profage inupiter, as though he Knew not, 
chat' ro 'be nifb/e is onely proper to 
_ * ens and no exceſs in this Can taint 
them with afperfion of ary beaſtlike 
quality, or make them, as all vices do, 
and-thrs ond, if ic wenea vice, tobe 
Ike u Bexft, And efpecially he iis not 
well udviled in this, in-his own behalf; 
for «if jt were not for this Refible, we 
thoulddhardly, perhaps, finde any thing 
in hiamſchf, ro know him to be a man. 
Bur why:thould he:blame P/9ys forpro- 
vpking of Laughter, whenthe makes.an 
Ar nument here "himſelf, that provokes 
more/laughter then ever any Playdid? 
that wemay truly ſay, Omer que autiunt 
Fe wv, For: what was (ever heard 
7 þ more riculossthento make it om JHrgu- 
of ment apminft Plays,{f. 751 4.)berauſe Noah, 
Metchifedech, Abraham, ond the Patric 
=p or read in Scripture, .te have 
epproved Plays ? Or 5-ag his Elegancy 
T7: rH hs OE 5 expreſſeth 
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thebeft things that are, when they arc - 


yuiſh of things, and ſay; that ſome are 
ſer10x; ; for the- more /errour,, the more 


acquarnred with them ? As a> if 
one would prove,that Gans are no goc 
rs in the }Fers, becauſe Fojbre, Ch 
tom, Devid,and the antient Farrioxrs ire 
never read in Scripture, to have uſed 
Guns, orto have been experementally ac. 
nuainted - with them 5 much like the 
ſthneſs,which Lrvie notes in a Reman 
Tribune, who threatned the: , he 
would hinder their levyiog of Souldiers, 
when there-waz no War toward; and, 
I; there not in this, as juſt cauſe to ior 
Marces Craffur a laughing, as when: 
faw an fff rot Tt - {7 
He hath another Reefon, as vain, and 
ridicalous as this s (Fol. x 27.) where be. - 
mokertt a Reeſe to cendetnn Plays, becauſe 
they are at the b+ſi, but vain, aud ridiculons. 
Ast -a0y thing of. this world,even 


x-the beſt, -were if pour vaog then vain, 
and reaheadoury- and let bim not diſtin= 
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nent at which Denenitatcmbleg 
fi ar a0 all his lifecime.. 
-But theſe are bur the ſmall Fry of "his 
at Pool 3_ he. hath; three - Re«/ang 
rl like the reat pine be {aid 
4 contain .in their. Bellies all his-other 
udgin- Reaſons; oc ig _ taking..of &} : 

. neg conſiſts, in effect, the taking away || | 
of; all the other... And may.weootat þf 
| 
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mit them alltabe true, aud yet; - as-our 
caſc is, take no. Difparagemept, byad- || 
\mitcing. them ?. a as: he urgabh || 
\them againſt Plays.:, 10; we.may urge 
\them as well, Againſt no, worſe a thing 
'then Riches, | For his Jo Reaſon may 
\berhis ;- (Fol;-327.) tha lays cy 
\#ocetzon unto Luſt; and'is-itnot fai 
\Riches, thatthey are Irritomenta, malp 
rum? His /econg: that Playe (Fol. $3 
{JndifÞoſe men fo all Religions Duties < 
|is it not ſaid of Riches ;.cthat we 6 
ſerve God, and. Mammon?. Hark 
JW: FE 2: a7 95't oY. Denmnation,." t 


9" a ys :man, that be: Hoke Entet 
thre the Kegden of 2 
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then ſhonld he think to fright us with | 


 » . 


his Thundring phraſes, from ſecing of 
Plays, and is not himſelf frighted with 
them, from ſeeking of Riches ? Cer- 
tinly, ſeeing all his Reaſons are as 
ſtrong againſt Riches, as againſt Plays, 
and yet Riches we doubt not, may be 
had, and held by good men; why may. 
not Plays alſo be Adted, and be beheld 
by good men, notwithſtanding his rea- 
ſons ? For, as there may be Bonn [uſus 
Divitiarum, which makes void all the. 
reaſons againſt Riches; ſo there may 
be Berus uſu Ludorum, which may a- - © 
roid all his Reaſons againſt Plays: __ 
that unleſs he can proye it is fot lays: 
tobe Rich, we ſhall never admit his 
proofs , that it is not lawfull to ſee a, 
Flay; ler him therefore, either allow. 
-Men to ſee a Play, . as well :$ to bt 
Rich: or, if he will perſwade men not. 
tice Plays ; lerhjmchen write another, | 
ape perf ids all men to be 
ne Ty | 
1 lutarch writ's Fook Db Vtilizaic 9) 
l=nics Capiends, -: 
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the good meaning of Platarch, and hal 
written his Book, de Vtrlirete 2 Spetarn. 
ls Capienda, we might then perhap 
have thought him, as Charitable, as now 
wethink him Malz:oue. But if hebe 
. nota Mamichee, he is, at ſeaft, very like 
one ; who ſeems he could findein his 
Heart, to blame God for Creating of 
| Vipers, and ſuch other-/2nemour Beate, 
becauſe his groſs Head is not ableto 
conceive, how the ſoveraign Antrdvte 
f Treacle ſhould be extracted from 
hem. 
| And now, to make a Recapitulation 
of his Arguments, to ſee, how he hath 
laboured all this while, De /ana caprina; 
about a matter of nothing, and how eaſi 
his main blows may be ayoided w 
one ward , he ſaith, Plays are bloody 
qo Tyrannical, It may be true of He 
en Plays, it is falſe of ours: HeTaith 
3 Ir may be 
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| they area provecation to Laſt; "1 
true of Heathen Plays, it is falfe of ours: | 
He faith they are Ordained, and Dedi- 

pup to the Worlhip of Devil-Gods: 

it is true of Heathen Plays, it is _ 
| | 0 


| 


of ours, He faith, they are the Pompe 
of the Devil, renounced by Chrifftans 1m 
their Baptiſm: It may be true of Hep: 
then Plays, it is falſe of ours. He faith, 
they are fraught with bitter Scoffingy at 
ike | Religion, and Religious men it may 
his | be true of Heatben Plays, itis falſe of 
of | ors. He faith, they cauſe a prodigal 
};. | Expence of Time, and Mony; it thay 
'to | be true of Heathen Plays (which laſted 
bte | many times, many daies together, and 
jp | were ſet forthat Infinite charges) itis 
* | - fafeof ours, He ſaith, they are an im. 
mediate occaſion of much Aa! Adul- 
tery 3 it may be true of Heathen Plays, it _ 
is falſe of ours. He ſaith, they occafi- 
on much Drunkenneff, and Exceff; it 
may betrue of Heathen Plays, itis falfe 
of onrs, And thus, to his Diverfis Not, 
"'Unns Caneus,many arguments, as he calls 
them, one anſwer, as a wedg, tay ferve 
ſufficiently, to cleave then all aſunder. 
ve Yethe' hath one allage, thar ſtands 
: barking in a Corner but 
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% arcs uot come. , 

2; | our in. che likeneſs of an Argument, | 

ſe where he calls oy 329.) Playhouſes, 
2 the 
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Venerys the Scholes of Bawdery, the 
Dens of Lewaineſi ; and all the Vile names 
heicould get together, by raking Hel, 
and Bi{lmgs-gate, But will it not bea 
Sopto ſtop Cerberns his mouth : if we 
. do but examine the Common-Wealths, 
in which Plays have been moſt uſual ; 
. whether, after Plays admitted, they 
haye grown in their manners, either 
not worſe, or perhaps better ; forſoit 
may appear, that Plays haye been no 
ſuch corruptions, no ſuch corrupters 
of the times, as he would' make them. 
— Examine the Roman State ; and, not to 
wander about, take the times ander 
the Emperour Aupaſize, in which, Plays 
where in their heighth : he Reigned fix 
and Fifty years; arcaſonable timeto 
make atryal: and were not his times, 
more quiet, more Civil, ang more virtu- 
ous,then ever they had been before? So 

niet, that all the world was quiet, and 
. the Temple of Janus ſhut up twice in his 
time? So civil, and virtaous, that as 
himſelf was call faguſffars fo bis times 


were 
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tbe Seminaries of Vices ; the Temples of 
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z were Called foguſtum Seculum. Come to 
our own Cexntry, which is better known 
to us}; take the '7zme from the beginning 
a | of ourlate fanenQueenElagbethto the 
'e | preſent, almoſt fourſcore years, a large 
time likewiſe for probation ; and were 


A 
Þ ever any Times known in this Srate 
y | more Civil, or more Yirtweusr? fo 5h, 
r | that no civil Arms fo virteoxs, that 


it | J»fice, never more duly adminiſtred ; 
» | Sermons never more Preached, more 
s | frequented; Yirtaer in Princes never 
more tranſcendent, Loyaltie, and Love 
> | inSzhje&s never more eminent; thatif 
| ig might fay it of Avga/iur Times; 
, | certainly, we much more juſtly may ſay 
it of theſe of ours ; | 


|| Jamredit,& virgo;redeunt Saturnia Regis, 


As if the Golden-Age, of which the Poets 
talk ſuch wonders, were come in- 
to the world, again. And how then are 
Plays ſuch” Seminaries of FY7ces, as he 
talks of > He muſt 'frad better Semi- 


but a fl-nder Crop. "That we may know » Y 
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theſe Phraſes of his, to be nothing but 
the F:it:ons of the Devil's Poetry, or the 
Flowers of his Rhetorich. He will ſay, 
they are the. very words of Tertulien, 
Rats other of the Fathers ; but will he ne- 


verleara this one leſſan ſo often taught 
him s They may be true of Heathen Plays, 
they are falſe of ours. 'He will laſtly ſay, 
' that we have ſpoken indeed of general, 
and publike Yertzes, but they are the 
Vices of private men,*that he complains 
_ of, as though the publick were any 


thing, but the uuiting of the private; 
or the generall any thing, but the meet- 
ing of particulars : and who doubts, 
but there will be a Chem in the Ark; 
though Neeb the Preacher of Reghteouſ- 
ef be continually in preſexce?there will 


| - 4 bea Judas amongft the Apoſtles, though 


Cbriff himſclf be doing his Miracles con- 
tinually before them? But ſhould not 


\ this man confider rather, fram whence ' 


theſe men took their infetion (which 


E from Plays, we are ſure they did not) 
+ -- theh to ſtand baiting at Pleys, which is 


- + atmoſ, but Cumcopits medendum eſt, Re- 
: - ; | F " | Ds | duviam 


js, no doubt, counſel, when any 


Inge; acknowledging, that fuch things - 
| 4.2 oftentimes ſent 5f God,as gracious ; 


determine upon. what edperet 7 or”; 
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duviem curere; for, to think to mend 
mens Vices by ta away Plays, is-as 
idle, as that on king 6 rs chu 
8} Faces, by taking away Glaſſes... 

He hath yet __ — bebinde; 
which is, I may ſay, his Pa/mariam; and 
which he hath ke for a final Argu- 
mens, becauſe it mult ſerve to give a foal 
blow to beat. down Pleys: _— 
(Fol. 552.) The frarful #1 . 
whith have been wþon them wn” you 
Argument indeed, abl e to beat down, 
not onely Pfays,, but all mens Hearts 
from ſeeing of Plays. But where is his | 
ton, to make tho Application? It 


extraordmary fearfull aericlens happens, | 
to call our Lees to accoune, and to enter 
into a due confideration of all our enfl-de- = 


; 


warnings todraw us to R 85 bur /! 2 | 
yet, when ſuch things ha to Cen- 4 
favs chem' preſently, as Jud of 


God upon any particular Sin's and; to 


Bu: % +" Sinner © 
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Sinner they are ſent; this is more then 
this man hath warrant for, either from 
Scripture, or Fathers, or from Diſcretion, 
When God reveals the reaſon of his 
doing, we may ſafely then take notice 
of it, and reſt our ſelves upon its as 
when the Earth opened, and ſwallowed ff a 
.up Korah, and Dethan; there was mani- 
| feſtly known,both the perticulor Sm,and ; 
| the particular Sinners: Likewiſe when ff { 
Frre fell dowp from Heaven upon Se- 
dom, and Gom#frba, But when the Tower 
of Shilo fell, and with the fall, flew cigh- 
teen men, who could make the applica- 
_ tion? ſeeing Chriſt ſaith, They were not 
_ the worft men, upon whom the Tower 
of Silo fell. When a childe was born 
dumb, and blinde, this man would pre- 
ſently, it ſeems, have cenſured it, as a 
"7 þ Judgment of God, upon the Chilae, 'or | 
F./ Parent; yet Chrift told his Diſciples, Ic 
T7 neither came for any Sz of the Chular, 
nor of the' Parents, For the Judgments of 
God, are as ſecret, as fearfull.; they are 
| an 6, till he give them a bottom; 
-. .and deve God keeps fence, there men 
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can have no ſcience. For, what man is he, 
that can know the cown/e! of God; or, 
who can think what his Wi is> He 
tells us of Pley-how/er, both publick, and 

rivate ; ſome ſuddenly fallen down, 
wk burnt op with fire, without any 
apparent cauſe preceding? And what 
ou wonder is this ; if in ſo many hun- 

red years, in ſo many thouſand places, 
ſome few ſuch eccedents have ſometimes 


happened? Have not the like happened 


even to Churches, and Chappels; and pri- 


vate places of Religious meetings ? Will he 


therefore ſay, they were Judgments of 
God againſt the uſe of Charches, and 
Chappels> he cells us of ſome. Players, 
and ſome Spefatomrs of Plays, that have 
died at the very Play, both ſuddenly, 
and ftrangely; and what great wonder 

is this, if in ſo many met your. in ' 


fo many thouſand places, amongft ſo 


many millions of people, ſome few 


fuch chances have ſometimes fallen | 
out? Have. not the like happened to _ | 
ſome Preachers in the Pulpit; and 3 


to ſome deyout perſons, even at thei ; 
I ns - hy proyeret 
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 Stnnerthey are ſents this is more then 
this man hath warrant for, cither from 
Scripture, or Fathers, or from Diſcretion, 
When God reveals the reaſon of his 
dojng, we may ſafely then take notice 

of it, and reſt our ſelves upon it; as 

- when the Zerth opened, and ſwallowed 

' bp Korah, and Dethan; there was mani- 
feſtly known,both the perticular Stand 

the particular Sinners; Likewiſe when 

Fire fell dowp from Heaven upon Sv- 
dem, and Gom#rha. But when the Tower 
of 'Shilo fell, and with the fall, flew cigh- 
teen men, who could make the applica- 

_ tion? ſeeing Chriſt ſaith, They were not 
the| worſt men, upon whom the Tower 
of Shilo fell. When a childe was born 
dumb, and blinde, this:man would pre- 

. ſently, it ſeems, have cenſured it, as a 

F'; & Judgment of 60d, upon the Gilde, or - 
F../ Parent; yet Chrift told his Diſciples, It 
£77 neither came for any Sm of the Childs, 
8 nor'of the Parents, For the Judgments of 
- God, are as ſecret, as fearfull.; they are 

an FbyfF,, till he give them a bottom; 

* . and where God keeps filence, there mbn 
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can have no ſcience. For, what man is he, 
that can know the cown/e! of God; or, 
who can think what his WI is? He 


tells us of Pley-bouſer, both publick, and. 


rivate ; ſome ſuddenly fallen down, 
Ay burnt op with fire, without any 
apparent cauſe preceding? And what 
u_ wonder is this ; if in ſo many hun- 
red years, in ſo many thouſand places, 
ſome few ſuch eccidents have ſometimes 
happened ? Have not the like happened 
eycn to Churches, and Chappelsr; and [rim 
vate places of Religious meetiegs? Will he 
therefore fay, they were Judgments of 
God againſt the uſe of Churches, and 
__—_—_ he cells us of ſome Players, 
and ſome Spefatomrs of Plays, that haye 


died at the very Play, both ſuddenly, 


and ſtrangely; and what great wonder 
isthis, if in ſo many hundred years, in 


fo many thouſand places, amongft ſo _-: 

many millions of people, ſome few of 
luch chances have ſometimes fallen 
out? Have not the like happened to. MY 4 
ſome Preachers in the Pulpit ;. ; ME F- ; - 


to ſome deyout perſons, even'at: 
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rayers? Willhe therefore ſay, they were 
N dothends of God, againſt thenſe of 
Preacbing, and Praying f How much 
|  berter, is that cenfare in Meutrus Felrs ; 
'' _ Fulmine peſſim cadunt; fine delebiu tangunt 
'' boca facra, & prophana: bomines noxiss ft+ 
prunt , {che © Releproſor : Thunder-bolts 
fall down 43 y/ p08 they light upen places 
prophanc,end facre ipbent any choiegyly 
'Prike good. men, and bad, beth alike. Hs 
' Inference therefore of theſe Judgments, 
 thews he hath no Jadgment, being as idk 
*. | ms buſie, andproceeding rather, froma 
Jmaliceto the cauſe, then from any un- 
derftanding of theſe effects,and as little 
from any Charztieat all to the Reader. 
Thus this fra] Argument, which 
ſhould have made a fins! End of Plays, 
hath made a fnal End of all his Res/ant, 
/and of all his Reaſon: and yet be hath 
'one Fun _ oogh _ 
Reaſon more, buta kind of . prognoftue- || 
_ rather, - for he. tell m__ 
F (Pol. 565.) whetentertammient, both Play- 


and SpeRateur * Plays, are like. t0 


a Lay”  ,.- 


C; 
gorld, even without Ke- 
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P ndicated; \ —_— 
calls an Fr weeb 4 witneſe: and 
itis ſo wodace, for'it isa witneſs. tous 
of his rafſone/s, and wreligron, For, he | 
defies being a Popiff , aud he 'denies 
being a Puritan; and now this' Argus - 
ment , ia witneſs againſt him, thae 


is no. Proteſtant. For b aggravating 
the fin (as. tie accompts Ns ſeciaga 
Play, being not Repented, with Eternal 
Damnation : he ſhews himſelf ro think, 
that every Sin not. Repented, deſerves. 
not ſo much: for if he thought Freanal 
Damnation, the'common' puniſhment, 
of every fin, why ſhould he lay it, as an 
apgravating puniſhment | upon this 

fin? and Fg he think; Some finnot.Re- 

mag not.to be Moria, wethink him, 

for ſo thinking, not' to be:a Protefſans. 

If then, neither Proteſiant,. nor Puritan, 
' hor Papiſt:what Religzon ſbould he be of, 
that we may notjuſtly-leave the Damwne- 
tion of this Argument; upon himſelf > 
And thus: it befally men, tranſported 
with malice; that whileſt they make,their 
own threetning, the meaſure of. others - 
las» - ſuffering 
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=. The Theatre _ 
/ - ſaffering; they fall them ſelves to ſuf 
' fer that, which they threatned to others: 
' Thys you have ſeen his Fore-perts, 
which arc his Ree/ons ; you may now be 
yleaſed to ſee his Bac , which are 
is Tefttmonies, and Authorities ; and you 
thall finde him no better to follow then 
he was to meets yet it makes abetter 
ſhew; for he began his Reeſonr from 
the Devil, but he begins his Authorities 
from God: for (Fol. 545) he begins 
with the Scriptures, the word of God: no 
doubt, a moſt powerfull evidence, not to 
be ſpoken of without honour 3 not to 
be thought of, without reverence : and 
indeed, if he could alledg but onely the 
naine of Pleys, or Players, as ſpoken of 
in the Scriptures, we ſhould have a won- 
derfull reſpeR, and be wouderfull cir-. 
_ .. 'camſpet how we medled with them; 
"3 & but ſeeing he cannot do this, we may . 
F./ juſtyſaſpet him to be no better a man 
"x7 in his Authorities, theni he was in his Rea- 
fo ſons, great pretencer, but no proofs, fair 
colours, but no {fans all he can fay, 
E is bur onely to ſay, he hath pothiog wm 
ESE "EU words, 
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words, and words are but winde, 'apd 
may well enough be blown over,. Fo 

2$ fr his Inferences, and ColleFions, and 
DedaRions, we may dzmur upon them at 
leafure, and rake time to confider, But 
left any man ſhould think we waved his 
Teftimonies of Scriptere, as being cons 
rincing, and ſuch as cannot be anſwer. 
ed; let us, for the reverence we bear 
them, hear him at large, and ſee what he 
hath to ſay out of theſe ſacred Records, 
And he ſeems to bewray the weakneſs 
of his Ceu/e at the very firſt: for, (Fol, 
545.) he grants that Scripture ſpeaks ne- 
thing againſt Plays in | rm terms 5 and 
why then will he condemn them in pre- 
ciſe terms, if the Scripture do not ? Is 
not this to incur the reprehenfion of So. 
lomon, Nol: eſſe nimiim quſtue 7 be. nor. 
too preciſe; for to condema a thing 

in preciſe terms, which the Scriptures 

do not, what is this, but to be 

mum juſlus; more. preciſe then needs? 

But ifhe Scriptures condemn them not 

in preciſe terms,in what terms then ? In, 


deed onelyin Hilary Term; for it would. 


make- 


, - onof Plays. But thus he fetches it about; 
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make 2 man merric ; or rather it word 
make a Herſe break his halter to fee the 
ſtrange Antich faces of applications he 
makes, to wring our a condemnation 
of Plays from Int of Scripture ; and 
when he hath all done, we might make 
as goodan Argument and ſay; This mn 
ſpcaks fearcc a wiſc word in all his boyk; 
Fhercfore Plays are unlawfull: For 
whereſoeyer he findes any place agaitſt 
{delatry, and Alters, againſt Adwltery, or 
Aurther,aganft wantounef,or af pe 
he preſently applics them as ſpoken # 
gainftF/oys,& never confiders how idk, 
and fimple he is, to ſtand picking, and 
culling out ſome certain Texts of SmA- 
prare 5 when'if theſe applications, would 
ferve,he mighthave ſaid it in a word,that 
,all the whole Screiptere is nothing elif, 
bur a very arraignment, 8 condemnati- 
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he confeſſeth rhat. no. Scripeare - col 
mem Plays, in preciſe wget Druy " 
(Fol. 546.) they poſittuely prokurte,” an 
cenſure them, under the names of 1dolatry,of 
things conſecrated to Idolr, of the Cup, ang 


Toble 


ld 
the 
he 
fon 
und 
ake 
7 
for 
git 
.07r 
of, 
2 
&, 
nd 
", 
Us 
at 
ſe, 
ti- 
it; 
nh 
ut 
d 
if 
d 
le 


#2 i by 
—_ 3 ; ; 
xe z, og ; - I ho 
Ct 4% F Fs 4 o s F ' k fl . 
CID S > gre TSP. x 3 ” <tr v5.6 TS *% Rs 

AT . oY og" WE k PEE? Mod DS, ION TI EW es PPV. by oe 79 4 RF 

&: 

. : hy T7 te; SONY 


Jort is under the whele, or avy imdive- 


Table of Devils; of the Enflomr,Rutes, and 
ditights of wr a of —_ 24 folks 
on of the Heathen; of the will of the ©en- 
Klts, and ſuch Uther, under which, Plays are 
a really, and” abſolutely compriſed,” as any 

z uu wnder the whole, or any Species uy- 
der its proper Genas, © A yery five device, 
to make Quidltbet,ex Quoltbet, Heleems 
one of that mans Scholers, who de- 
dnceth,and findes compriſed, all Natu- 
ral, and Moral Philofophie in- the firft 
Chapter of Gene//s; but will any man be- 
lieve him > The Fathers ſaid this of Hee- 
then Plays, and he; good man, thinks he 
may ſay it of ours; will nottherefore 
his device ſait better with himſelf, and 
give us leave to w te No Seriptare itl- 
deed condemns ' this man in; preciſe . 
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terms 3 but they condemn, and cenſure 


bim under the names of a falſe Propher, 
of a perverter ' of Scriptures; of one, 
Ztalouwr without knowledge; of a: Syco- 


Phant, a Buſfr-bedy, a Slanatrer, and fach & 
tike ; under which names, this man-is as ' 


really and abſolute!y compriſed, as any ; 


duum 


dzxum gnder its proper ſpecter. And when 
we ſay this, can any man fay, butthar 
our application. of theſe to him, is far 
more,juft, then his to Plays ? Certainly 
| the Heathen, have more colour of rea- 
ſan, to worſhip the Sen,out of the Text, 
Fo Domino Soli ſervies s then, this man 

ath to condemne Plays, out of any 
| rng againſt the Idolatrie of the Hea- 
then. For they at leaft, have the am- 
biguity of the word $o/z,to ftand upon ; 
but this man hath nothing Inzzv or = 
| Cute, neicher Ambigutie nor perſpicuity of 
word, neither letcer nor tittle of letter, 
to Countenance his Expoſition. There 
are indeed ſome Rules, by which, one 

vice may be compriſed under the name 
of another ; as when lefler vices are for- 
bidden, it ſhews the greater are forbid- 
den alſo : ſo raceſt, and Sedemutry ander 
the name of Adaltery, ſo Ather/m, 1ty- 
der the name of Heatheni/m ; or when 
3 General vice is prohibited , it ſhews, 
the perticalay kinds are prohibited alſo; 
ſo po;/oning under the name of Murther 3 
ſo Bribery, and Fraxd, under the nan 
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of Stealing ; buran he "I that Plays. 
are by any ſuch Rules compriſed under. 
the names of the, vices he alledgeth?No, 
thing leſs: if he bad done,, or could do. 
this, . he had ſpoken to ſome: purpole, 
and with ſome ' reaſon ; | but fince be 
hath not,nor Cannot do this; what can 
we ſay of him, -but that he hath hewed 
_”; Malice then Wit, more. Zeal then 
Know leds, more Boldneft, or Imprudence, 
then cither Judgment,” or Underſtanding, 
He had read perhaps in ſome Authours 
ſome. ſtrange applicatious of places of 
Scripture; ang he, like, a true. Pyrbe gots 
&,-takes allupon the Credit, o loje 
dxit : and 4s hpon_ grows. cooks 
dentatlaſt tobe g.Coyner of Applicas 2: 
tions himſclf;, . he thinks he bath as 7 
much Zeal as' they ; and knows, "he "X 
nies Kowleds: an agorny joyn- i 
65.26 ,mudh Zeal,angd lil Rnow- 
th > true: Parents of all theſe falfe | 
plications. Would ad anpong 
thei wards of David, ow 
n,chat both net wa{ked in the council of 
rndhat ſteod'in the f Wes 


deum under its proper ſpecies. And when 
we ſay this, can any man fay, butthat 
our application. of theſe to him, is fa 
more juft, then his to Plays 2 Certainly 
the Heathen, have more colo 
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F,; fe namevor” Adultery, ſo Atheiſm, ths 
& der the name of Heatbeni/m; - or when 
= 42 General viceis prohibited, it ſhews 
e perticulay kinds are prohibited alſo; 
lo pezſanzng under the name of Aurther 3 
0 Brizery, and Fraxd, under the name 
" LS 0 
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Scaling ©: bin@andes them: 
at F are by any ſuch Rules compri! 
the names of the: vices he alled 
ng leſs: if he had done, 
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: under its proper Bock, And wheg 
we ſay this, can any man fay, butthat 
our application. of theſe to him, i is 
morejuft, then his to Plays? C 
the Heathen, have more colour of rea- 
ſan, to worſhi the Ser,out of the Text, 
fy Domino Soli [ervies s then, this mag 
ath to condemne Plays, out of any 
Text, againſt the Idolatrie of the Hess 
then. For they at leaft, have the am- 
biguity of the word Solr,to ftand upon; 
but this man hath nothing Intxs or 
Cute, neirher Ambigutie nor perfpicuity of 
word, neither letter nor tittle of letter, 
to Countenance his Expoſition. There 
are indeed ſome Rules, by which, one 
vice may be riſed under the name 

_ of another ; as when leſſer vices are for- 
bidden, it ſhews the greater are forbid- 
_- alſo : ſo zceft, and Sedemitry ander 

' the name of Adeltery, ſo Ather/m, Ut- 
der the name of Heetbeniſm; - or when 
4 General vice is prohibited, it ſhews 
th particular kinds are prohibited alſo; 
ſo pe;/oning under the —_ of Murther 
Þ PR Fraxd, under the nary | 
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this, he had ſpoken to ſome. 
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of Stealing ; 
are by any ſuch Rules compriſed unde 
the names of the; vices he pan | 
thing leſs: if he had done,;br coald do. 


and with ſome reaſon; but rooty 
hath nor,nor cannot do this; . what cat 
we ſay of him, but charhe hath ſhewed 
ue, Malice then Wi," more. Zzal then 

Knowledg, more Buldnefi, or Imprudence, 
then either Judgment, or Underſtanding, 
He had rea perbap $ i6 ſome Authours 
ſome. ſtrange pre PoE ot Ace of 

Seripture ; and he, like a true. Pyrb ”, 
6, takes all.npon the Credit; of 1p/e 
dixit : and 2.0 "Lan grows. Conte 
dentatlaſt robena Coyner of Applica 2 
tions himſelf;. he thinks :he. bath as 2: 
moch: Zeal as: they ; and'knows,. "he 
bath lefs Fyowied ae, and theſerwo joy » 


The- Theatre 
finnere:ani hath not ſate in the Chair of Scorm. 
— vv by bim, as againſtg 
to Plays? Yer Tertwlianfercheth it 
andtakes advantages of ſome Grcunfi 
6, to make it ſcem probable. But 
| not Tertulion a as well miftaken in 
aces of Scripture againſt P 
ping plac applymg mw ws ab rl 
Errour of the Millenartes:or the Cor 
of the Soul? Although for this place per- 
haps we may excuſe him,ſeeing he ſeems 
to apply it, by way of Allufion, and Bx. 
ageration onely, and not by way of Av- 
gamentation : in which ſence, while this 
man miſtakes it; it is one of the Seeds 
he takes to ſet in the }i/derneſs of his 
Brains: and from this, and ſach other 
miſtaken Seeds is grown at laſt this 
huge Foreſt. of Confuſion, which he 
preſents you with in this his Yo Jum. 
nous Rbapſedie : Volaminous' i ; 
if you look on the balk; bur-a'very 
Pompblet, if 0n the ſubſtance. © Bf 
But is it not ſtrange roſes, how con- 
fidently he goes to Moſes to fetch Texts; 
as it were Warrants againſt Plays 7. wi 
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he were ſare, that Plays werethen in uſe, 
in Moſes his time ? For if they were not, 
he would make Moſer a very haſtic 
Jadg, to condemn them before't 
were born. Andindeed unleſs whe 
he learned, that the Devel invented hb, 
he can learn alſo; at what time he In- 
vented them; I will never believe, brit 
he is much miſtaken in the time of theſr, 
Nativity. Eſpecially ſeeing his Rabbi +» 
Terrallian fetcheth the greateſt Anti. 
quity. of Plays but from"the coming 
of Tyrrhenus, and' the Lydans, into. 
hath : (for when they were called Eude. 
a Lydis) and Tyrrhenus came into [tale 
ſome diſtance of time, after the Trojdile 
Wars and the Trojane War was four 
hundred years, arid more, after Moſer 
Death. Now, ſeeing the places, which. 
this man citerh our of Moſer, E 
Exbortations to the people, to avoid 
the 1dolatries, and Cuſtomer of the Hte- - 
then, that were at that time #. how can- 
te be ae” 4 as" fo pooment TX. 
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[But this may -paſs among, his -Venial 
faults : he thinks,perhaps, that God will 
. never charge him with Errours in-Chre- 
.nologie; ſo they exceed not a Thouſand 
;years: becauſe a Theuſand years with 
him'are but as one day, Yet it werenot 
,cnough neither to ſay, that Plays were 
then in uſe; burhe muft prove alſo,they 
| were then in uſe, in ſuch manner as now 
, theyare; for,if fince that time they haye 
þ mended their manners, it were nores- 
ſon, that, having lived ſo long , they 
ſhould now be put co death in their Age 
for faults committed ſo long fince in 
their Jnfancie. But 'if they be of fo 
.great Antiquity, it is very probable they 
arc of as great Innocency for having had 
many Accn/ations,they haye paſs'd many 
Trials: and though often Arraigned, yet 
never Convifted: and they ſhould bave | 
 vety hard fortune, if, baving ſtood the | 
blows of ſo many axes,they 7 ances 
be felled with the cut of a pemhywe, 
.- But, ſecinghe will needsbe g 
- Moſes for Proofs, let himgo 
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Pindcared, "WOw 
that every Reader may be a Fadpe, I will 
cite you ſome of his places, whichhe -: 
takes to be peſitrvely ſpoken of Playss. 
andI will cite them, as he Quoces them, 
left you ſhould think I rake adyan-, 
tage; the reſt I will Quote onely, that 
you may read 'them at leifures and 
laugh, if you can, for anger, or be angry, if 
you can, for laughing. (Fol. 545!) Lenit. 
xviii, 30, Therefore ye ſhall keep mine Or-. 
dinances (namely, againſt Inceſts,, and. $o- 
demitries) that ye do not any of the abomis 
noble cuſtoms, which have been done before 
you, and that ye defile not" your” ſelves. 
therein, This'is the firſt of his places, 2: 
which he alledgeth as pofſtive/y cones 
demning Plays. 'Would any manthink! + : 
he were in earneſt? -But hear / another, = 
Deut, vii. 2. And the Loxb thy-Ged ſhalt. 
ve the Nations before thee," then" thou | - 
Bale {mite them; thou ſhalt make' ne. Con | 


* 


, 


venant with them ,- nor take compil{fnon on: 
them, This is another of +his playa: | 
3; Trans, Pot ag 'G.. F : 7 - "Ti 74 wh 
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more he: hath of like ſcantling ;- and 
come no nearer to touch Plays, or 
Players,chen theſe do. But theſe are out 
of the 61d Teſtament : no doubt,he hath 
betterout of the New; hear therefore 
ſome of them too. As xvi.20. But that 
' we prite unto them, that they abſtain from 
__ of 1aols,and F Madan, end from 
#hings ftrangled, and from blood. And is 
not this ſtill worſe, and worſe? Yet hear 
another, Rom, xii. 2. And faſpion net 
your ſelves like rento the. world; but be ye 

| ebanged by the — your minder, has 
ye may prove what tr the good will of God: 

and about ſome twenty places more of 
likepregnancie againſt Plays, Would 
- any man; think he were well in his Wits, 

toalledgetheſe places as ſpoken againſt 
Plays f But" what ſhould he do? che 


F 7 Þ muſt either take theſe, or none; that we 


may 40 r The Dev// certainly owed 


him a Shame IG his head; to 
rake upo kim -the ndling of this .fr- 


ena it is indeed,as a he” learn'd 


- map, and wah veverend Divine of our 
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Time writes, tas this man, and 

8s he, make the Screptere: ſpcak what: 

wn pleaſe; deriving ftra 0. bt | 
Paradoxes thence, when they, a 

th their B:bles are alone in corners; But iris | - 

re ain enough to ſee his craftry:dealing'y - 

on Pk indeed theſe = | 


” he cites not one of them: for he well _ 
” knew, if he had brought __ to _ 
* Bar as witnſſes againſt Plays, th 
ID have ſtood mnte ; for ar Sony 


7 could have ſpoken a word in dt Toll 
: ment of Plays. ER 
_ But you may hear him cryingout, 

; he alledgerh theſe places, cel 
have: alledged din before s/ and have | 
| we not heard Cicero long fince' cryin 

out, that no Opinion is ſo abfurd, whichhath 

en ſome Philoſopher for a PatfonY :B he 

hath conſent; as though there were not 

as well Fratrer mm Errore, as Fraverdl. 
 2ralo. Butfe bathcobfer of Tiw6,4s. F 
though the treawrof/ Inoeflives{et ones 
z rynping, upon jaſt" cauſe, may ual [' 
continue running a long time afterths ! 
Cauſe remoyed > And thao which \ _ 42 


iv p: 4 


F J 


} eth/co them all, as though places, of 
\ Oecripture may not T way of Allufion, 
* and Exaggeration, be applied to many 
'  ourpoſes, to which yet, by way of di- 
4 | Argumentation, they cannot be ap- 
plied? Well, he hath now done with 
Seriptare, but he had doge better, if he 
”: had never begun : foris it not a ſhame, 
he ſhould make them a ſtale, and bring 
them- in for witneſſes, when they have 
-  Hothing to ſay ; or rather indeed ſhould 
| ſubornthem to become falſe witneſles ; 
© and make them ſay that they never in» 
” tended? | 
E But though you take his Bible from 
- - him, yet he hath other very ſtrong Re- Fi 
Fords, that are able of themſelves to 
Carry it; (Fol. 570.) he hath fifty four 
Co 
Canons 
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trous Plays, (wherein, as Bal/amon ſaith, = 
there were Mealedifta, & Blaſphemie, be-. 
fides many Supcrſtitions) and addrefled, 
chiefly to reſtraint of them upon Sex. 

- Ways, forthe time ; (ſothe fixty, fourth, 

| IE (anon of the Council of Carthage) In 

> IT Gurcher, for the place ; (ſo Concilium Tres 

, [FHeenſe) to Church-men, tor the Perſons; 
 F(fothe fiveand twentieth Canon of the. 
| 


Apofiles) But here he would take up: 
hm to be- an Interpreter , by himſelf ; 
and (Fol, 647.) make us believe; that,. 
ough the Canen ſpeak onely of Church-men ;, 
yet the equity of the Canon reacheth #0 all. 
ither men. But what ſaith the old In-, 
terpreter Balſ/amon ? By _rlgdiog them, 

to Charch-men,, it ſhews, they allowed 

them to Ley-men. By forbidding them, 

in Churches ,, it ſhews, they allowed them 

in Convenrent places, By forbidding them 
on Sundates,- it ſhews, they allowed 

tem on Working-daies : and ſohe hath 
made a fair hand with himſelf: Charg- 
« Canons, to be all Li/charged, and ſhot. . 1 
ig his own face. Butisthis a wiſe, ora. ..... = 
vitc man's Argument? Plays weretore 


| bidden by Comnerls heretofore; there. 
fore they ought to be forbidden by the 
Church now? For how many —_ ave 
been decreed by Councils, which now 
are clean left off and abrogated ? Did 
not the Council of Antifiedore decree it 
unlawfull to give New-years Gift: at 
Chriſtmas? Yet who ſees it not nowan 
Aenual cuffome 5 and withorit offence? 
Did not the ſame Council decree it ut 
lawfull rodeck houſes with Lawrel, or 
green Boughs? Yet who ſees it not now 
an uſual faſhion,and counted a Decency? 
Did not the Syned in Truls decree it 
unlawfull for Geffips at a Chriſtening to 
marry together ever after ? Yet what 
Marriages now more lawfull, more fre- 
nent> Did not the ſame Cownell in 
rele decree all eating of Blood to 
be unlawfall, and fubje&t ro Excommu- 

_ nication? Yet who cats it not now fa- 
miljarly, and without ſcandal p Infinie 
the like. For indeed the Conſtitutions 
of the Church have ever had regardto 
the time: and the time to the circum- 
Fances of occafion; which notbeing 


<- oO = 5Yy 3 = JI if BD BD WEE CE Ce 


- 3 > X*% wry £ nyt, 
| ; won IR PE Bos NS, OFh Wo RH 
> oy X-6 F ho fe F; 29. 2 I FER W530 

< 5 " at ER OO ER EE AE NS ror; . 4 
: 4 ng RN} 1s CS GR FA nh : Eon" h 
« a LS Ie Br OE $8” 24 


WOT"W A, 1 


v5 7, 
SN, © 


I WORER 
ME ION 


= OE EBST 24.5 ADE, — 4 k 
uy Be Pre CE 4 22 Ig 


IE 3 dh as 9 V8, NN, 4” 
£ Ronrk & WY $822 wy © 
- SS) TRL, «9 x i "1 #*T " bo >» N Ha wh; 
; G4 Rs 2 E404 * 
WY f] ! IE 4 


KOs - a» $£ X's > 7p ep 3 
Yr fs 2h ns > EE 3 Leg 
— : = 
Fr « n OF AST - 
; SE Rp 
—_ [ ar. F520; ob 
. Ee 4; £4 - 
q % p? : ; 
; : CY L 
"——] 
- 
a>4 
*: 
£ 


known, no man can Judg of the great 
fitneſs of Decrees , J op might-be 
then; and yetof the great unfitneſs of 
the ſame Decrees, it they ſhould be 
id £ now. And therefore, though this man 
it | ſeem to produce Comncels, yet, in truth, 
at | heproduceth them not, he delivers the 
an {| words asa Parrat, that pronounceth the 
ed If Syllables, but nor as a man, that under- 
no © ftands the meaning ; and not to deliver 
or || them in their full ſenſe, is /in true ſenſe, 
"W = ny chemat all ; as m__ ſaith, 
My u foall a man be ſard to /ay the ſame 
. thing, when he ſaith me the — fen[e,and 
to | with the ſame ment. Bar how can this 
at £| man do this, when he knows not-the 
-e- || intent, nor the circumſtances of it ?'or, 
in £ if hedo, yer he difſembles it, and! will 
to | fot know it, which is a worſe ignorance, 
# || then the other. And if we ſhould allow 
4. || him the levelling of his Canons, as he 
re | pretends, ha we are not willing to 

by any taint upon ſuch reverend -4ſem- 
to f ter, yer this we may be bold to ſay,that 
v- | oftentimes: Major: pers meliorem views |} 
and that ſometimes one S——_— 2 
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hath been more worth, then . all the 
Countil|beſides. 1 
And (Fol, 668.) as for his Squedron 
of ſeventy one Fathers, and his one hun- 
dred and fifty other Writers, whom he 
brags to have gotten on his fide, though 
it make agreat ſhew, yet it is no 
natter, if ws conſider he hath 
freen hundred years in gating them; 
and eſpecially, if we conſider, that all 
thoſe, whom he cannot get on his fide, 
we may juſtly challenge to be on onr 
fide, and will make a greater troop,then 
his can make an army. But,left it thould 
be thought that all theſe Trumpets, which 
he pretends tobe for him, be ſo for him, 
that' they be againſt us, ler us a little 
hearken to their [ſounding, whether it 
hath been always upon a true F/arm,or 
no; forif it have not, we may juſtly cx- 
cept againft them, aud bar their yoices 
from our Scrutiny. FE 
\.Some therefore of his Trumpets; and 
thoſe. of the beſt, and ancienteſt, are 
fach-as ſound onely- at Pagen Play:, 
whereas our Playz'-arc no amore. 
: : THEM, 
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chem, then Helene the Mother of Con- 


fantine was like Helene the Wife of 
Menelaus z and are as different” from 
them,as we our ſelves are differing from 
Pagans: and of this, both Tertulran,and 
St. Cyprian, (the two moſt earneſt of all 
the Fathers againft Plays) may be'wit- 
nefſes ; and indeed witnefles inſtar ommr- 
wn: and whereupon: do they ground 
their condemnation'of Play: ? Do they 
not both' onely upon Jav/atry? "Hear 


Tertullian firſt, If there be no [dot mn the. 


Play, that 1dolatrie be not' committed init, 
then 1 charge tt not with-any renounting, 
whith we bave made in Baptiſm, Next 
hear St. Cyprian, Quod fpefaculum fine 1s: 
lo? Quis ludus fine ſacrificio? "It there- 
fore this man can finde in our P/ayr,: ei- 
ther Idols, or Sacrifice, he may juſtly re- 
nies our- voices in-crying: down 
lays; but," if they be-as clean-from 
leprofies, as Naemasx was from his; has 
ving waſhed in Jorden, then hath-this 


man need to-be down on his knees, 'and 


to ask theſe Fathers, and us forgiveneſs, 
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forcing them ;'us, for 'miſs.enforming, 
and:miſs-perſwading su. Becauſe Mirren 
was excluded from the Camp, when ſhe 
was leprous ; ſhallwe therefore not ad. 
mit her into the Camp, when ſhe is 

_ cleanſed ? Indeed, when this man be. 
fore brought .poor, and fimple reaſons 
to prove his Cauſe, we could not much 
blame him, (for you can have no more 
of a man then his Telene) but'now, thi 
he wreſts Scripteres, traduceth Comnruls, 
falfifieth Fethers,miſs-interprets ll; this 

. molt needs have ſome thing voluntary 
in it,and hath therefore no Meas in the 
evil, becauſe a meaning to be evil. The 
onely excuſe is to ſay ; that he ſeems 
onely /apere ex Indice, to have' all his 

| learning from the Tables of Books : fot 
they be theſe indeed, that make ſoma 
+, ny Meuntebanks of Scholars, as ſwarmin 

F '/ the world; For, when a Theme is pro« 
pounded, they run | e 
Tables, and ick Anuthoars pockets of 
what ſerves their turns, but never once 
offer to look the Aathours in the face» 
and fo,not knowing the Au#ecexen rand 
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Sublqunts, thay ackber: addcefind 
what chey read, nor this man, what be 
Writes. - 

And that you” may know him pack 
fuch.an one, you ſhall findit by this one 
caft of his «ſbip,( Fol. wg .Jwhere 
he —_— bat Cyprian was ho os 
T m bis Openton Plays : 
as though Tertulien had lived 
frien: r that a man, who gocs be re, 
and begias an Oprnzon, may be ſeconded 
dy ha heap cate dey 
o ſay, that a man, which follows, ;and 
continues an Opinion, is ſeconded by 
him that went before, and began it, was 


never heard of, till he hath becockers 


into Berp, And may we not here ſay, 
that this one dnfune alone, is it ſelf. a 
full diſcharge to his who nn. with- 
out S_—_ —_—_— ado 3. all my Ars 

una room or — _— 
ve of Cexneels, or Fathers, or other 
Writers they are true ha 


enoug 

the Plays of the Heathen; but, as Plays 
, Dots 
trus 
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3 96 The: x peafre | 
true word in any:of them;and therefore 
whete he hath entiruled his Book, A Trg- 
gedie of Afourr;he ſhould,ifhe had dane 
ight, have entitoled it; A-Comedie of 
Expromrs. Itis trucindeed; Tertallian con 
demaeth Plays |by places of: Scriptnry, 
not onely againſt /de/atry,and Swperſttti 
on, -but againſt Sen/uelity alſo, and Gp- 
cupifgence 3 but doth he not by! the ſame 


places condemn alſo ſecond Marriages 
when either a-man marrieth; a ſecon 
wife, or a womana ſecond husband? ye 
he-is condemaed/for applying the plz- 
9 1/000 _ __ _—_— _— 
w or applying them againit Pleye; 
for who doabe, br ia more Cox 

wht/cence, and Sen/uelty/1n marrying's 
yr wife, or husband, Par, 
4 Pla e "7 Wy 47 TEE SD Ss 
-\-There is yet another-Senſe;: in- which 
theſe- holy: Fatbere do ſometimes lpea 


SSLLSE SSTS OS. 


Hes > Es SIS. 5, 
WP, ' ) : of, II Wh G 
earthly things, of caring for. 

SOT < «| :. 


4 
Y 
« 
Ls 
" 
Ay 
Cl 
* 4. 
” 4 . 
% 
* 
Re. 
"25-75 SORT OD (HE 
% "7B; "If NE 
$2 0; SY 30s 


EEK? | Op" ry F7.2% 
$37 TW» 2 CY * | SO OY os 
- DD Vx > 2 
a $4 5 y 


Lata” dro Ss * », hc _. "= 
bee STS wy es SEED Be? 84 
= T ON FI Sr > "35 3p RO IE REN 
. = GN > «4, 0-05 1% ENS 
” 4 ” 
. 


, FPVinduated. , 
reyment ; after all which, ſaith he, the 
Gentiles [eek f , And doth not Saint Paul 
in-the ſame ſenſe, though in another 
degree, vilifie alſo the beſt works, that 
we can do, even the, good works 
of: the Law ;, accounting them to be 
yo better then very Dung : then which 
he could not bave uſed a more coo- 
temptible, and diſgracefull Term. But. 
who, knows not, that theſe things are 
goken by way of compariſon? It there- 
ore that, which is comparatively ſpoken, 
2 man ſhall take as ſpoken poſtrrvely,ſhall 
be not ſhew himſelf a ſuperlative , falſe 
Expoſitourf For, ſertinp alide ladatry; 
and open 05/genity, which our Plays de- 
teſt as much as this mau., neither Ter 
talian, nor any of the Fathers,:did ever 
any otherwiſe condemn Plays, bur as 
they condemned. all artificial delights 
of the world, aſpiring onely to that ye: 
feQion, of whi &.IT0. John peaks 3 J .09 > 
not the world, neither the things of the warld:, ' & 
if any man love the world, the love of. God, 25M 
x not in bim, 1 ſpeak. this the rather for, _ 
Srevention ; left the man, vouchſaing 
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98 
. perhaps to read this Dz/cozr/e, ſhould 
think he had found here a juſt ground 
for a Reply, and vex ns again with trans. 
ſeribing of Authours, and heaping up 
Mountains of Autherittes, like Pelzon 
on Offs, to this purpoſe : which now, he 
may hereby know, will ſerve him to no 
qurpoſe for we ſeck to juſtifie Plays, 
as fir recreations for an honeſt Netaral, 
_ or. Moral man, but no ways to be 
- matched with the high myſterious Contem- 
#{atrons of a Chriſtian in Divemity. And, 
I doubt not, but all the Senrences of 
the Fathers, ſpoken againſt Plays in this 
Kinde, will take this for an An/wer ; and 
...this ay be ſufficient to ſhew, that theſe 
- mens ſounding is inſufficient , & ntbil 
ad Rhombum. | 
| Others there are, of whom we may 
3 þ Þ< bold to ſay, ſeeing the Proverb ſaithit, 
Fi that The preateſt Clerks are not alway: tht 


-is not meerly Lopzeal, and you ſhall finde 
them oftentimes to be meerly Iryutional. 
Play: therefore being Pradtteal, and 


| their chief uſe confiſting in Aion; 
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Sang 99 
theſe mens ſoundings will prove no 
other, then as the batking' of Dogs at 
Meenſbine in the Water. Fr] | 

Others there are, that ſound out of - 
eal, but their gea/ being without Qnow- 

age, though we may commend their _ 
xzal, yet we cannot commend their # 
farce; and we maytruly apply another 
Proverb to theſe, that IF:th roo much haſte 
they outrun the Conſtable : for though they 
had the Alarm in their ears, yet mey 
have loſt ic by the way ; and have fo falt _. 
fixed their eyes upon the abuſe of Plays, © 
that they never caft a look wpon the 
tight nſe,but are like one Ge ,whom 
Platsrch ſpeaks of, who'fallen down, 
and ſtraghing with Megury bid Darinr 
thruſt his ſword though throagh then 
or Dot theſe are no ekaxr? cfg | 
er of, who oupht ratherto ipare the 
rap to-condema the rmorent ; and 


_ rather to. venture" a doubtful 1 


then to deſtroy a manifeſt benefit - for , 
the hurtof Plays, though ſoeti, maybe « 
avoided; the beacke of Plays, if/not * 
ſen, cantoxboebmined.” And thut.by 
: & at. - 
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that there be not ſo muc 


CES £2 


that time theſe mens ſoundings are all 
ſuppreſt, . there will be as few left to 
ſound their Trumpets againſt Pley:, as 
were left to caſt ſtones at the Adwltereſs in 


the Goſpel. 


And laſtly, when the Fathers, and 
other devour Writers, inveigh ſo bitter- 
- gig aan Oar and . apply to.them 
uch heavie ſtyles, may they not be un- 
derſtood to do it werrſupmss, by way 
of Exapperation, in majorem cautelam : 

h as the appear- 
ance of evil amongſt Chriſtians, as St, Paul 
acknowledgeth ? And when Players uſe 
Speeches ſometimes, and -AFtrons, a little 
ſwerving from the tric Rules of P eri- 


. ze, may they not be underſtood to do 
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it- iErynnxsr,' by way of 1luſtretion, in 
majorem ſuadelam ; as a Player in Terence 


| profeſſeth his intent to be, Us,ckm cognd- 
p rzu2, perpetud oderint ? \ Although there» 
fore there may. ſecm; to be: between: - 


them a Djametrical oppoſition n; yet, ſeeing 
the) agropin we Preneipal intent; that is; 
in 2974 erudition, why may they not 
be brought to ſome indifferent reconcile. 


ment, 
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of the Fathers, and his hundred and fifty. 


ment, _ not continue in the deadly 
fewd, which this man profeſeth : if a Spi- 
rit of Charity, which covereth fanlts,and 
not a Spirit of Malice, which maketh 
faults where none is, were the Umpire he- 
tween them, and had the hearing, and 
handling of the matter ? - | 
After his Canons of fifty four Coancils, 
and his /eventy one pieces of Ordinance 


Murket-ſbet of other Writers, he comes 
at laſk({F0/.702. )with his Squzbr of fourty 
Heathen Writers, and Philoſophers ; but 
hath he not utterly diſgraced his whole _ 
Army, by having ſuch Scare-crows to 
march in the. Rear ? Hath he not ex- 
tremely overſhot himſelf, to'bring his 
Cauſe before Heatbemſb Moral Writers f 
Whileft he kept himſelf in Foro. Divine, 
and Foro Eceloþaftica though he had not 
much to ſay againſt Plays, yet Pleys had, 
not much. to ſay for theraſelyesz (for 
we muſt not look,that = Seraprures Wil 
:rſwade us to go to Plays, no more 
then they eefe us 8: ſeek to he, . 


ach) ie bad kepe himſelf within bis" 


K 45; 
{ 3% 
£ Wy 
= © 2H 
"(HM 
Y 4 EI my - - 
, p Pr « TY 
4 f E 4 
- _ n / , RY IE» 
- 4: . Vu 4 << Is 
Fe cf1- © Þ ; IS > > 20 
< Y : Wo bs ASS Joe Good 
— ey LN INE TR WPI 2: 7 a 
PORES" 4 ob oe nds RE 
—_— 75 red Hd . : 


"1 < 31 LIE 
Y 


nl 9. 38 dP ” ? ? » pt hate 
: : *<IP on _ 
$4 | is s pd EC, 
The 
1 | 


compaſs, and gone no further then his 
Name profeffeth, to be onely Miftris. 
meſtex, which is, in his own interprets. 
tion, # Beadle of Beggars, he might with 
ſome indiffcrency have been tolerated ; 
bar, having once gotten the Whip into 
his hand, he lays about him like a Bed- 
lam-man, and ſtrikes at eyery man he 
meets, notonely his vrofeiied Drellifts, 
the Players, that at the Plays, but the 
Poets, that make them, the SpeZatourr, 
that ſee them, the Magr/fretes, that al. 
low them, the Meafct, that abers them, 
the Dancrng, that graces them ; nay, he 
ſpares not Sovereign Majeſty, even 
Kings, and Princes : that we muſt needs 
. now take his Pp from him, and if he 
ſhew not himſelf more reaſonable with 
his Tongae, then he hath done with his 
» Pen, eyenſcnd him to Bed/om for a mad 
mar, But for Ma/ich, and Dancing, we 
will talk with him hereafter : now we 
will onely queſtion him about the other, 
 andbeginwith Poers, becauſe they are 
E the Bepraners of Plays. And what can 
HY . he ſay, why he ſhould offer gas, 
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them ? 'Were they nat highly eſteemed, 
when they lived 2 Are they not highly 
valued,now they are dead > Is there any 
Library , where their Books arc want» 
ing? Is there any Learned man, that 
cites ngt their Sentences ? Nay;ſo much 
did Plate eſteem of Sopbren's Paaks,who 
was, 85 Quinuilign ſaith, but Dimorum 
ſeripter,as it were a writer of Ballads, that 
he was found to haye them under his 
Pillow when he dicd, If then he cannot 
for yery ſhame candemn Poets,how can 
he with any face condemn Players? As if 
be fhquld allow a Song to be ſetin Afe- 
fk, and not ajlow it tobe ſung? oran 
Oration to be praned, and not to be pro- 


nounced? But which are the Players he 
would whip? If onely the bad AFfonry, 


we are contenicd ; let him not ſpare 
them: for to be a bad fer is no 
more the part of a Player, then his Book. 
is the ork of a Sebolar. But. will ke 


therefore whip Xe/irzs to0? He were MW 
Reſcins bring him ance upen the S ""—_ \ 

| be will make him more ridiculous by  ? 
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playing the Beadle, then once he made 
Cherea, (whom Cicero ſpeaks of) by oy 
ing the Bawd. Bratus, that glorious Ty. 
rannicide, was not only a great fayourer, 
and furtherer of Plays, but he writ to 
Cicero, that he ſhould not intermit ts 
| ſee them, even preſently after Ce/ar's 
death 3 \and will he whip Ctcero too, -if 
he take him'at a Play? He were beft 
take heed what he doeth ; for Cicers can 
write Orattones Prennianas.as well as Phil. 
zppices, that will live to his diſgrace, as 
lang as Letters ſhall liveit grace. Pom 
the Great built a Theatre on purpoſe 
for ſceing of Plays; 'and will he' whip 
Brutus, and Pompey too, for difſolute 
Mepiſtrates in allowing of Plays? 'He 
were beſt take heed what he doeth; for 
Brutus hath a penknife died in blood, 
=, and Pompey can lead him as a S/ave in his 
Pp Triumpht : and it is not for a fimple 


Lf were the Princes of the Gens Topate. At 

[- guſtur Ceſsr thought ſo modeily of 
| Plays, that he allowed Yeftal Virgins to 
' go unto them, aſſigning them a place 
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in the Theatre, where they ſhould fir, 
and ſee them 3 and will he whip Yeffal 
Virgins too, if he catchthem at a Play? 
He were beſt take heed what he doeth 
for they fit there by the Emperonr's al- 
lowance; and Non eft tutzm im eum ſcri- 
bere, qui poteſs proſcribere, lt tr not [aft wri- 
ting agatnft him, who hatb power to baniſh 
you. If Plays then have Roſcrus for an 
Aflour, Cicero for a SheRatour, Brutus for 
an Abettour, Pompey tor a Benefafour,and 
Auguſtus for a Patron, where is he,rthat 
ſcandals Plays, as if they durſt not ſkew 
their faces in any good Compeny ? Let 
bim bring me five ſuch wen in Foro Me- 
fal;, in diſgrace of Plays, as I have 
brought him fire here in their commen- 
dation, and I will confeſs the Game loſt; 
if he cannot, let him' then leave his 
facing, and his bragging, which do but 
ſet him aloft, ro make him a Spefacle 3 
and though with the Credalone they get 
him Credet, yet with the Judiciaus they 
ſhew he hath no Jedement. © 
' But where are (Fel. 702,Y his fourty Þ? 
Heatheniſh Moral Writers' and Philoſo-++ 
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phere all this while ? Socrates, Plets, FL 


ſtotle, Cicero, Seneca, Tacitus, Pliny, Ma- - 
crobius , Marcns Aurelius, and the reft ay 
Indeed he hath made them his Execs. WW _. 
tours, but they refuſe to admrni/ter ; and - 
we may ſay of them, as Auguſtus ſaidaf NN. 
his Hjex; (a Tragedie he had written) In 41 
mgiem incubut, they are ſhrugk ip the NN 
wetting. And he makes me think of a p 
Mad man of Athens, who, in all other hs 
points a ſenſible. man, onely in this one 
point .d:ffra#ed, that, ſtanding by the 4 
Sea-fide, what Ships ſoever he law pals I} c« 


by, he qc thought them to be his 
_ own,and would exceedingly rejoyce, as 
if they were his Ship;,newly come home 
 withrz prizes: ſo this man,in other mat- 
ters, for any thing I know, well enough 
in his wits, ſeems yet to have one carne 
of his Brains poſſeſſed with this mad- 
neſs; | that ftanding in his Lebrary | 
amongſt his Books, what good Authuw: 
ſoever he ſees there, he preſently thinks 
them to be of his Opinion, againit Pleys, 
when, Good man ! there is ng more to 
be found of his Opinion in any of their 
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| men in his Time; but concerning P, 
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Breks,then was found of this mad Atbe- 
xiex's, goods in any of the Ships, It were 
tedious to examine them all; if Ithew 
you his faw/tt in ſome; you may believe 
me in the reft : but what need I require 
to believe me, when you mayturn 

to the places, and take pm tripping 
your ſelves. For' in the places he cites 
either ye ſhall inde nothing at all of thac 
he ſpeaks, or nothing at all to the pur- 
ſe he ſpeaks of. Try him in Senecs, 
cauſe he is likelicſt ro be nexr at hand. 
He Cites his one hundred and twenty ſe. 


 cond;and one hundred and twenty third | 


Epiſtles : but in theſe two long Epuſties 
there is not a word to be found: con» 
ceraing Plays. He cites his ſeventh _ 
Ejiſtle, and there indeed he ſpeaks of 

Sheltacila ;* but what > ' not Pleys, but 
Berneft 5 of which he ſaith, Man2, Leo- 


f vihus, & Urſir bominer; meridie, ſpeftato- 


ribus ſuis objitiuntur. He'cites his Proeme 
to his Controverfier: there he hath a Line, 
or two, of the Effeminareneſi of young 


No verbum quidem, He cites his twelfth 


Chapter, 
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bers all this while? Socrates, Plete, Art, 
ſtoxle, Cicero, Seneca, T aritur, Pliny, Mas 
crobiur » Marcus Aureltus, and the reſt ? 
Indeed he hath made them his Execs. 
zowrs, but they refuſe to adrzniſ{er ; and 
we may ſay of them, as Fuguſtas ſaid of 


\ his Hjex, (a Tragedie he had written) Is 


ſpongiam incuburt, they are ſhrunk ip the 
wetting. And he makes me think of a 
Mad man of Athens, who, in all other 
points a ſenſible man, onely in this ons 
point .d:ffrafed, that, Rtanding by the 
Sea-fide, what Ships ſoever be ſaw paſs 
by,: he preſently thought them to be his 
own,and would exceedingly rejoyce, as 
if they were his Ship,,newly come hame 
with r:<b przzes: ſo this man,in other mat- 
ters, for _ thing I know, welleoough 
in his wits, ſeems yet to have one carver 
of his Brains poſſeſſed with this mad- 


neſs; that ſtanding . in his Lebrary | 


amongſt his Booke, what good Authew? 
ſoever he ſees there, he preſently thinks 
them to be of his Opinion, againſt Plays, 
when, Good man { there is no moreto 
be found of his Opinion in any of theit 
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Books,then was found of this mad Atbe- 
nien's, goods in any of the Shipr. It were 
tedious to examine'them all; if Iſhew 
you his faw{tr in fome;' you may belicre 
me in the reft :' but what need I require 
you to believe me, when you may turn 
to the places, and take him tripping 
your ſelves. For' in the places he cites 
either ye ſhall finde nothing at all of thac 
he ſpeaks, or nothing at all to the pur. 

ſe he ſpeaks of. Try him in Senecs, 

cauſe he is likelicſt to be nexr athand. 
He cites his one hundred and twenty ſe. 
cond, and one hundred and twenty third 
Epifles : but in theſe two long Epiſtles 
there is nor a word to: be found: con- 
ceraing Plays. He cites his ſeventh 
Epiſtle, and there indeed he ſpeaks 'of 
Spettacula ; ' but what > not Pleye, but 
Earneſt 5 of which he ſaith, Man?, Les- 
yibus, & Urſir hominer ; meridie, ſpettate- 
ribus ſutt objictuntur. He'cites his Proeme 
to his Controverfier: there he hath a Line, 
or two, of the Effeminarenefi of young 


- men in his Time; but concerning Plays 


Ne verbum quidem, He cites his twelfth 
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Chapter De brevitate Vite, a place ra 
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ther againſt himſelf ; for Senece, having 
there ſpoken of the Laxary of his Tie, 
concludeth thus 3. 1 nunc, & Mime: multe | on 
mentirs ad exprobrandsm luxuriam puts: || goi! 
plura mehercule pretereunt, quam fingens, || his 1 
Ae cites the one and thirtieth,.. and Jrepi 
two and thirticth Chapters of the ſeventh | con 
Book of his Natural Queſtions, wherein I Plas 


- is not a word, that makes againſt Plays, For i 


onely he complains, that Plays were fIpriv 
then in more requeſt, then the ftudy of {| mac 
Philoſophy. He cites the twelfth, thir- 
teenth, and fourteenth Chapters De vita 
beats, but in all them, of Plays, Altum 
flentium. Andis netthis man now the 
very mad man of Athens? 1 might ſay. 
here, Et crimine ab uno diſce onmes. But 
try another; take Afacrobtns. - He Cites: 
his firft, and ſeyenth Chapters of his $4. 
turnalia: but inthe firſt nota word of. 
Plays ; in the other he ſhews how wot- 
derfully Auguſins Ceſar graced certain 
Players of his Time, Labertws,and Publius, - 
Pylades, and Hylas, as if he ſhould Quote 
us a place on purpoſe, to give himſe 40K it 
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109 + 
. BLie, He cites Yalerius Maximas,who tells 
; | indeed of Sempronzas Sophus, that be put 
, B away his Wife for going to Plays with- 
| Nour his privitie: but this was not for 
iog to Plays, butfor going without 
is privitic, and is thus far rather for the 
reputation of Plays, that it was not un- 
commendable for women to.go to 
Plays, ſo they went with their husbands, 
or in other good company, with their 
privitie. Andis not this man ftill che 
mad man of Athens? He cites the two 
ind twentieth EpiſHe of the fourth Book 
of Plruie, bur there a' Judgment only 
is paſſed againſt an Apon Gymnicus, an 
Exetciſe of naked JFrefAlers, and what 
: this to Plays 7 He cites Socrates, and 
thinks he hath wiſdome-on his fide, be- 
cauſe he was judged the wiſeſt man by 
the De/phian Oracle: but was Socrates a. 
"Eft mman to condemn Plays for Obſceni- 
15 who: (as Salvianss relates) would 
have no Man to haye any Wite of his 
. Yown, butall Women to bein common: 
id what were this, -bur-to betray the. 
\(Kity, whit he defends the EIT 


or 
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r10 The Theatre © | 
For, where this 0p:nzen is held lawfall, 
what obſcenity can be held unlawfulls 
He mult therefore Ether renounce'Sel- 
vianus his Teſtimony ; and ſo he ſhall loſe 
the blefling of one of his Fathers, orelſe 
renounce Serrates his Judgment, and fo 
he ſhall loſe rhe Reng-leader of one of his 
. Squadrons. He cites Plato, but he is taken 
from him by one, that will hold himin 
ſpight'of his great words, the thrice- 
Worthy S:dzey, who proves plainly,that 
Plato baniſh'd not Players out of his Cem- 
mon-wealth for any of the reaſons by 
this man alledged; but becauſe the Poezs 
of his Time filled the world witly 4 
wrong Opinion of the Gods, and he 
would not have the Youth depraved 
with ſuch Oprazons, whereof now, with- 
ont firther Law, Chriſtranzty hath taken 
away all the hurtfull belief. And ſobehj : 
can have no help from any of chelſe, bat ;,,, 
And-as for Cicero, and the learned En 
ferour, Marcus Anrelras, you {hall heaty 
them! preſently- ſpeak: ſo much to iſ 
face ; that, ifnone <lſe would prove him 
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, |  bethe mad man of Hchenr, yer they 

| chemfelves will be che men ſhall do ir. 
- | -  Buttheſeare but fingle, and private 
© | men, (/dl. 713.) Heran fhew whole Cetrer, 
© | and Nations, that banifbed Players. And 
OF didthey not Phyfeians alſo, and Phrle- 
5y /ophere, and Arathematictans? Yet in ma» 
0J ny Cittes they were kindly entertained ; 
ln ' they wete Cevitare ronati, enfranchiſed, 
| and made Free Cirgzens: and ſome of 
ts them grew to that wealth, that is incre- 
dible; as it is recorded of one £/op, 
an Afour of Trapeates, that he left his 
Son ſo rich.thar he fed upon Pear!, and 
was ſerved at his Table in Silver ©Dxjbes. 
But mark how this man can play the am- 
bidexter, At firſt, it was a good frga- 
ment. againſt Plays, becauſe they were 
the Cuſtoms, and deliphts of Heather 
People : now it muſt ſerve for an «frgs- 
ment againſt them, becaaſe rhey were re- 
Feeted, and baniſhed by Hearhen People, 
that wenced not wonder, how his Boot 
"| comes to be fo vaſt, and volaminous,- 
'T ſecing with the Tame breath he can _ 
"doth kindle, and blow aarrhefire 3-de 
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ri2 The Theatre 
fame thing, both affimed, and denied, 
he can equally make to ſerve his tarn. 
And where he tells us of great Prin- 
ces, and mighty Emperours, hoth Hea- 


then, and Chriſt:zan, that are on his fide; 


what ſhould we ſpeak of any Heathen 
Emperours after him, who had none 
before him, the great Logins, as wOr- 


thy to ſhut up the leaves of this contenti- 


ous Diſcourſe, as he was to ſhutup the 
doors of the Temple of Peace, And 


him we have already ſhewed, by places 


ot the man's own direQing,to be direc- 
ly againſt him : but, to leave no place 
of doubt, how firmly Azpuſtss is on our 
fide, hear what Sazetonius Tranqguiiu: 
ſaith of him, Speflaculornm & afſiduite- 
te, & vartetate, & magnificentis omne/ 


F =, anteceſfit ; In the daily frequenting, and m 
or 


'/ the variety, and mapmficence of ſetting forth 

Plays, Sts all men. of ſetringf the 
man. (Fel. 459.) labours much to get 
Auguſtus from us, and we cannot blame 
him : yet in this we blame him, that he 
ſeeks to gethim from us by a trick; he 
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would make us belieye, that Aug ; 
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did not favour Play:,or Players, becauſe 
| he puniſhed two excellent Players,Hylas, 
- | and Prager, the one with Whipprny, the 
3- || other with Bam/bment. As though any 
5 || tnan thought Afupnſtas fofar to favour 
m | Plays, asto grant Players an Immunity 
ie || of committivg faults without controtk 
r- | ment? Forhe pnniſhed them not meer- 
i- | ly for Playing, but for' playing the 
de Knaves, and for their 5 ag br Wn 
ad | And now, that I may Corowidem impotteve, 
e5 | conclude all with one, that wore a Chriſfe- 
Q- | &t Crown, and woreit ſo worthily, that 
cc | he was called Pater Patries did-not 
ur = Lew the Twelfth, King of France, com- 
iur | mand Plays tobe uſed, and'to be uſed 
te- F after the old maner, - with liberty to 
ne/ F tax mens Vices,” and not to fpare even 
dm ſcoffing at himſelf, if he deſerved t? 
wth | 'And how can we forget Qzten of our 
the | own, (of late” famous Memory) whoſe 
get 8 Prrtues we ſhill remember longer, then om 
me 8 our own Names: who would never 1 

have ' given allowance to Plays, all the 
time of her Reign, att been her ſelf 
vftentimes a SpeRatrizof them ; if ſhe - 7? 


OY ON: wy 
, LE % des oo IE 
123.5 oÞ Fg: ae 
- 43:5 AE Eon 
- 1. ur EO 
ys p 


MENTS — MO EIS 
% PEEL abr FOE 


Pe ey; 60 a OG * 5 Fre os YN Teton, REES fs Ae es 3 rt I TR, 
> LR.” el T %y 42 © 3 Il Oe Fo Rat Qs © of "Y - OS ita « 4 
ER WALES ry gs to, Dr SOS TY Dag” Lobel oh 4, 
en —__ 5 728, Fx : NY 
e Ly 


Me GE: FS | . 4 0 0 0: 9-9O hong "We, 02 7" ORD. " 77 

«17 8s 7 SIRLCY " 9 * 20, EATER EIA I PR 1 ag WT es OE SOIT IT "0 long . 
88 [ MG 19,90 og 4 fu” G Y. et] 
: . ;; v 2 

' ' : T 
. 

F atre 
: A I 1 Cy The The , 1 
+ ; f 
J : : , 
pf 


had either been informed by her Con- 
feſſours, or had conceived in her own 
excellent Judgment, that they could 
be any cither Scandal to Relrgzon, or 
Diſparagement to Modeſtze, And it 
may be a Preſident of no ſmall mo- 
ment for the countenancing of Plays, 
that a great Prelate of our time, Emi- 
nentas well for his Piety, as his Learn- 
ing, yet ſeldome paſſed a Chriſtmaſe, 
that he had not Plays Aﬀed at his houſe 

before him. . 
| But what cares this man for cither 
Princes, or Prelates > for what (Fol. 7 34.) 
ſaith he : Too many great ones (he knows 
' not out of what refpefts) have vouchſafed 
to honour Plays, (or rather aibonour them- 
ſelves) with their preſence: and ( Fol. 
735.) were degenerating Princes : this is, 
that he ſtands ( Fol. 719. ) upon, and 
will maintam, that not one, either Heathen, 
or Chriſtian writer of any Note , can be 
alledged in defence of Plays. A bold 
challenge, bur, if there be no fallaciein 
his #riters of Note, achallenge, that is 
_preſcntly like to fall to the grongd 
1 | or 
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For what thinks he of Aareus Talltus 


— 
» 


Cicero ? was not he a Writer of Note? 
Who, though he have not written a 
Book on purpoſe, yet hath. inſerted in 
his Books many notable Sentences in 
behalf of Plays 5 which if we ſhould 
colle&t, would make a juſt Volum. 
But what need we, when he hath one 


ſenrence, that ſeems as a VerdiC& on. 


their fide, where he faith, Comedia eff. 
Imitatio vite, Speculum conſuctudints, & 


Image Veritatis : (afhorr, but a fullDe= 


{ſcription of the Nature of Plays:) 8 
Comedy u tbe reſemblance of Life,the mirrour. 


of Cuſleme, the image of Truth : in which 


not a word, that ſpeaks not, if not in 


their Praiſe, at leaſt in their Commen- 
dation, And not to ſtand piling up-of 
Authours ; what thinks he of one, that 
may be Inſ/lar multerum, the Empereur,, 
and Philoſopher, Marcus 4urtlinzs * Was 


-nothe a Writer of Note? Who inhis 


excellent Book of AMoerality (for which, 
we are beholding to our Sagan 
Country-man, a learned, Ifſue of a moſt 
Learned Parent) bath ſo briefly, aud 
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yet fo fully, exprefſed the profit ' of 
Plays,that you muſt not think it tedious, 
if Iſet down his own words. Trapedies 
(faith he)were at firſt broxght m, and Inft. 
tuted, to put men in minde of worldly Chan- 


ces, and Caſualties, that theſe things mm the 


ordinary cotr [e of Nature did ſo happen,that 
men, that were much pleaſed, and delighted 
by [tch accidents whon this Stage, would not 
by the ſame things, ina greater Stage, be 
greeved, and affiiited. After the Tragedie, 
the Comoedia Yetus, or antient Comedie 
was brought im; which had the liberty to 
mnveigh againſt Perſonal Vices; berg 
therefore, through this their Freedom, and li- 
 berty of ſpeech, of very pood uſe, andeffeft, 
to reftrain men from pride, and arrogancie. 
After theſe, what were either the Media, 0 
Noya Comadia admitted for, but meerly, 


F or for the moſt part, for the delight, and plta- 


fere of curious, and excellent Imitation ? 


Thus writes Marcns Aarelins : and what 


could he have ſpoken in ſo few words 
to a greater pou of Plays? And this 
' he writes in his Book, I may fay, of 
'  AMortified Moralitie; that one my be 
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ſure, he ſpeaks as he thinks: and can» 
not be ſuſpected to flatter Senſuality- 
And what will the man: ſay now to Hea- 


then Writers? What? but that, which | 


we may fay for him; - that ſure theix 
Books had no Tables, and fo he could 
not come to ſee what they ſaid of Plays, 
Or perhaps for all his ſaying, he cares 
not much whether Keathen Writers be of 
his fide, or no: but for Chriſttan Writers, 


he is ſure enpagh of them, to make his 


challenge go But is not this Impu- 
dence palt all patience, when (Fol. 76 3,) 
be hath named himſelf two J/riters of 
Note, Molanas, and Lindanus ; the one 
2 Divinity Prafiſenr, the other a reve- 
rend Bzſhep, who. have both of them 
written ja [uſtification of Plays # But 


you muſt allow him to except theſe, he 
meant ſo when he made his challenge. 
Well, beit ſo: what thinks he then of 
the Glory of our Nazren, the Incompa- _ 
rable Sir Philip Srdney? Was not hea 
Chriſtian, and a Writer of Note? Who 
in his general Cefence of Poetry hath in» 
ſerted alſo a particular defence of Pays m 
ane 
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and you may well hear his words with- 
out altering, becauſe they are not capa- 
able of bettering. Comedie (ſaith he)s 
an Imitation of the commen Errour: of our 
life , which the Comedian repreſenteth in the 
moſt ridiculous, and ſtornfull ſort , that 
may be, /o as it s impoſſible, that any Be- 
bolder can be content to be ſuch an one. Now, 
as, in Geometrie, the Oblique muſt be known 
as well as the Right ; and, in Arithmetich, 
the Odd as well as the Even: [o, in the Att- 
ons of our Life, who ſeeth not the filthy- 
neſi of Evil wanteth a great foil to per- 
ceive the beauty of Virtue. This doth the 
Comeate handle ſo, in or private, and d6- 
meſtical matters, that with hearing it we 
get as,2t were an Experience: what i tobe 
ooked for of a nipgardly Demea, of a cref- 
ty Davus, of a flattering Gnatho, of s 
*, Vain-glortous Thraſo, and not onely to 
' know what effefts are to be expeRed, but to 
know, who be [uch,by the ſignifying badg given 
them by the Comedian, And little reaſon 
FF bath axy man to ſay, that men learn the 
Evil, by ſeeing it ſo ſet outs ſince (as1 
ſaid befort) there 13 no man living, __ 
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 eth the preateſt Wounds, and ſheweth. forth 


It were therefore too abſurd to caſt out ſoex- 
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the force' truth hath in Nature no ſooner © 
ſeeth theſe men play their parts, but he wiſhes 
eth them m Piſtrinum, Although per. 
chance, the [ach of bis own faults lte [o be- 
hinde his back, that he ſeeth not himſelf to 
dance the ſame meaſure: whereto nothing 
can more open his Etes, thento ſee his own 
Attions contemptibly ſet forth. So that, 
the right uſe of Comedie will, 7 think , y 
no body be blamed: and much leſs of t 
high, and excellent Tragedie, that open- 


the Ulcers, that are covered with Tifſſae ; 
that maketh Kings fear tobe Tyrants, and 
Tyrants to manfeft their Tyrannical hu- 
mours ; that, with ſtirring the Efjets of Ad- 
miration, and Commiſeration, tearheth the 
wncertainty of this world, and upon how weak 
Foundations Gilden roofs are bullded. 


cellent a repreſentation of whatſoever ts 
worthy to be learned, Thus the excellent 
Srdney : and what more could he have Y 
ſaid, if he would have ſought to flatter 
Plays ? Yet there is an Exception. 2 
eaiaft him to, becauſe. (Fol. 913:) he” if 
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" hath written an Arcadia, one of the 
Books in this man's Index Expurgaterivs, 
But perhaps he will admit of no Engliſh 

Teſtimonies: take one then in France, 
and what thinks he of the Ingenious, 
and Learned Michael de Montaigne ; 
was not hea Criſtian, and a Writer of ci 

 Nete? And hear what he writes in the ta 

five and twentieth Chapter of his Firſt | v: 
book of Effates : I have ever (ſaith he) fm 
accuſed them of || mpertinens;e,that condermm, | bs 
and diſallow [ach kinde of Recreation, and 

blamed thoſe of In-juſtice, that refuſe goed, bt 
axd boneſt Comedians, or (as we call them) Iſa 

Players, to enter our peed Towns, and Sa 

gradp the common people ſach publique fperts, lo 

Politich, aud well-ordered Common Wealthi fc 

endeavour rather carefully to unite, anda/ſ- MS: 

ſemble their Citizens topether, as in ſerious WC 
> Offices of Devotion ; ſo in honeſt Exerciſes Ptc 

P *Þ of Recreation. Common ſociety, and loving MS 

Ef Friend-ſoip is thereby cheriſhed, and encrea- Iv 

1 ſed: andbeſides, they cannot have more For- a 

mal, and Regular Paſtimes allowed them, t 

| then ſuch, as are Aﬀed, and Repreſented in 

' open view. of all, and in the preſence of the 

Þ BY bs)  Magifirates 
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* Flies, mt > 
: Magiſtrates themſelves, And, if 1 might 
, [hear ſway, would think i reaſonable, that 
' Binpopulous Cities there ſhould be Theatres 
[appointed for ſuch Speffactes, Thus Mone 
 Rrargne: and where is the man's challenge 
; [now, as though there were none, that 
" Pcither did, or durſt oppoſe him? Cer- 
tainly we may truly ſay 5 the Saying is 
verified of im, Sczentia non aber fe 
micum preter Ignorantem: Verecundia non 
habet 1ntmicum proter Impadentem. 

But when all is ſaid, that caa 
be: this is bis. 2/urus Aheneus, that he 
faith no more, then what Tertu/an, and 
Saint Cyprian, and many other moſt Zea- 
lous, and Learned meg, have faid bg- 
fore. Ttis true indeed, Tertulion, and FM! 
Saint Cyprian, two ſhining Lights in the + 
Church of God, haye both of them writ« 
ten Treatiſes De ſpeRacra/ir, concerning 
Shews, and Plays; and I could wiſh they 
were in Eng/ifp,that the world might ſes 
a ſtrange thing to wonder at : which 1s, 
that this man ſaithalmoſt nothing mate» A 
rial of Plays, which he hath not fram . 3 
them, and yet, where they write moR 
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learnedly, he faith the ſame thing, and 
yet writes moſt ignorantly : where they 
' write exceeding deyoutly , he faith the 
ſame thing, and yet writes exceeding 
malitioufly : where they ſhew in their 
writing great judgment, and diſcretion ; 
he fajth the ſame thing, and yet ſhews 
nothing but Yarity, and groſs fimpli. 
City. ; 
Doe would wonder how this 
ſhould happen, but this is the matter: 
Circumſtances in matters Mora/ enter 
common often times with the ſubſtance 
it ſelf, or rather indeed become very 
parts of the ſubſtance; which theſe Fa 
thers have moſt duly obſerved : ' but 
this man goes away with the ſubſtance, 
as Sampſen with the Gates of Axzzah, and 
leaves the Circumſtances all behinde 
him: and ſo, whilſt he thinks he. hath 
the ſubſtance of the matter ; he hath not 
indeed the matter of the Subſtance. A 
few words will make it plain. Tertwit- 
enlived in the time of Septimius Severus 
Emperour of Rome: 'under whom. was. 
_ the Fifth, or Sixth Perſecution againſt 
b” 3 IO” Chriſtians 
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and Chriftians: in the twelfth year of 'his 
hey Empire were proclaimed Secular Plays 


the © (ſo called, becauſe they were folemni- - 
ing zed but /emel in /#culo, once in an hun- 
eir ſ dred years) and were dedicated to the 
n ; | honour of ſome of their Heathen Gods. 
ws Tertullian (conceiving it might breed 
li. F great ſcandal to the Chriſtzan Religion, 
| if Chriſtians ſhould refort unto them: 
his 8 and the Heathen being apt to inſult, as 
r: | though Chriſtians had no pleaſures in 
er | their own Religion, but were fain to 
ce | come for pleaſures to them) writes a 
ry } Treatiſe, exhorting all Chriſtians to for- 
af bear theſe Plays; and uſeth indeed:ma- 
ut F ny Excellent, and weighty Reaſons, that - 
c, | theſe Plays were fall of 7dolatrie, and 
d | Superſtition, and therefore they could 
e || not go to ſee them, but they muſt be- 

h I come as Acceffaries, and partakers with 

t | them in their /dolatrre: that they were 

\ Ff fullof licentious Beaftlineſs, as where- 
- | in men, and women were brought in, 

# | naked upon the 'Stage, ufing' many 

S | Libidinous, and Immodeſt geſtures; 
t FI that themſelves were now;in Perſecuti- 
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on, fitter to mezrn,then to be merry, fitter 
to wring their hands with compunGtian, 
then to claptheir hands at a Plaudite;that 
they might bethink themſelves of great, 
cr pleaſures in their own Religion, thee 
Recencilement with God, their Redemption 1 
by Chriſt, their Hope of Heaven, and 
uch like. Now, what -man of our Mz. 
nifterrit he had been in Tertulan's place 
would not have written of theſe Plays, 
as Tertulian did : yet what man of our 
Miniſters, as our Plays are now , would 
Once have offered to open his mouth a- 
gainſt them? They were 1dolatrous 
ours, meerly Moral: they, dedicated 
. to Heathen Gods 5 ours, dedicated only 
to honeſt Recreation: they, full of impi- 
ous, and prophanc Obſcenity ; - ours, 
full only of civil Mirth : they, full of 
cruelty, and blood 5 ours, friendly, and. 
' quiet, lovingly maintaining mutual ſo- 
ciety: they, in time of per/ecutzon ; 
ours, in time (for which we have cauſe. 
to praiſe God) of Peace, and Jubue : 
they, Acted by Heathen, and amongſt 
Heathen 5 ours, Acted by Chriſtions, avd 
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amonoft Chriſtians. And now, let the 
world judg, whether there be not juft 
cauſe ro commend this Father for wri- 
ing as he did, and yet to condemn this 
man for writing as he doth > For he du- 
ly obſeryed all due Circumſtances, bat 
this man obſeryes none; bat is meerly 
a confuſed Lump, as if he were a man 
made out of the firſt Chaos, and were 
never deſcended from Adam, made of 
the Earth, when it was a diſtin Fle- 
ment. | | 
Although therefore he could ſay, that 
he faith nothing, but what others haye 
ſaid before,yet would this be no 4polopt 
for him 5 Zeing he ſaith it not in 
ſame Times, nor amongſt the ſame Per: 
ſons, nor upon the fame Occafions, nor 
with regard of any due Circumftance. 
And yer, this is notall ; for is not his 
Book full of ſeyere Cenſurings? of 
uncharirable InveCtives ? of far-fetch'd 
Applications? of opprobrions Lan- 
guage ? of blemiſhing Imputations ? 
But, fuppoſe it were nor , Is it nothing 
to gather the errours of _—_—— 
| and. 
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and to caſt them upon, the Reformation 
of the preſent time? 1s it nothing to 
ſack the Ulcers of Diſcaſed perſons, and I g: 
then ſpit them all in the face of his I B 
Countrey ? Is it nothing to obtrude his | b 
own miſtakings for cn, and that to If f« 
the ſcandal of the whole natron ?Is it.no- If © 
thing to perſwade the world, that (Fol. Þþ 2 
' Ex, & 568.) we profeſs to be Chriſttans, | i: 
but are none,as maintaining Heatheniſh, || f 
and 14olatrous Cuſtomes? Is it nothing || ? 
(Fo.r49.) to ſow ſeeds of Suſpicion,and |f 5 
Fealowſ/es in the peoples hearts, as if all I} 
were out of order, both in Church, and | t 
Common-mealth? Is it nothing for apri- || 1 
vate man, to take upon him to be Cenſor þf| * 
moram, in matters both C:vil, and Eccle- || | 
fafticsl ? If theſe things ſhould be ſut. 
fered, every 'Kerah, and Dathan would |f | 
be controlling of Moſes, and Aaron; 
every Jack Straw would be giving 1 aws 
to his Prence; every Dreamer would be 
an Enthefaſt, as if another Montenas 
were come amongſt us: but I forbear to 
aggravate faults already cenſured, ' 
Quar meruit penas, jam dedit tllud opus. 
10 Onely 
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Onely add this as a Corollary to all, 
that hath been ſaid, If Plays be neither 
guilty of /dolatry,nor ob/centty,then is his 
Book guilty both of malice, and flanaer 5 
but they are neither Jdolatrous in any 
ſort, as all men will acknowledge, nor 
06b/cene in the ſort he would make. them, 
as no man can deny; and therefore what 
is his Book buta very unmannerly /urmi/e 
for the maner, and a very filthy Jm- 
poſtume for the matter. And now, that 
you have heard this Negetive Argument 
to abſolve Plays; you may be pleaſed 
to hear one Affirmative Argument, to 
make them abſolute, and it ſhall be eut 
after his own faſhion, if that will pleaſe 
him. | 
That exerciſe is moſt worthy to be 
frequented, in which both profit, and 
pleaſure may be had together : but ſuch 
are Plays, therefore moſt worthy to be 
frequented. The Major is proved thus, 

Omne tulit punflum,qut miſcuat atile dulit, 
The 4:zner thus, - | 
Et prodeſſe velunt, & deleFlare Potte. 
There remains onely a ſhort Pare- 
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phraſe upon this Argument, and then 
Dix. | 
| Fot ſhoald we not wrong Playz,if we 
did onely defend them, and did not com- 
med them? To leave them non Laxda- 
'tb#, were toleave them [Nantator : and 
they deſerve not onely an Apologre, but 
an Encomitm, As therefore it is faid of 
Imager, that they are: the Books of ſuch 
as cannot read; ſo we may fay of Plays, 
that they are the Srholes of fuch as can» 
not tute, and teach that with eaſc 
"and delight, which in other courſes can- 
not be attained withour much pain, afd 
fabonr. And let not the Name Gaſe you, © 
as if you were at play, when you are ata 
Play; for though the Name be bur a Feft, 
yet is there jn good earneff much eartef 

ed to be learned from thenee by due 

"obſervation. Certainly,the very ſcope '© 

Plays in Clifttan times, hath'ever been 
addrefſed to the-magnifying of Vir; 
*br to make notorious the foulneſs, and 
deformity .of :Vicez wherein indeed 
they have an ability, then any other 

.cautſe far wore enforcing,” For where- 
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as the common man is drawn' to love = 
Virtne, not ſo much by the love of Yir- * | 
yell 7ue, as by the loye of Heppinef, which 
mi grows out of Virtwe; and to hate Vige, 1 


14 | not ſo mach for the hate of ite, as for 
1d} the bate of 1Mg/erzes, that low our of 
Vice ; it muſt; neceflarily follow, chat 
what doth. moſt manifeſt fuch bappi» 
neſs, or ſuck miſeries, muſt needs, to 
Virtue, or from Vice, be moſt Fapegngy 
but this effec is far better SiougR 
Plays, the R: {pi nec of life, * en| 
the life it ſelf ;- ſeeing life, being 
and tedious, doth ar. pa always anſwer 
to deſert;nor yeris.cafieto be obſerved, 
wherethe Pley-go fooger ſhews you the 
Vice, but it inflicts the puniſament ; 'no 
faoner the Virqwe, but it beltoweth the | 
| inves, 5, where Lows fu dab: 
af j rg, 

Hays 
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latiex; ſo it is the purpoſe of Play: to 
do it by Reyna, as Cicere faith, 


Hes confida arbitror & Poetis efſe, ut of« 
| FAtos mores noſror, expreſſimque-tmeginem 
' Roſtre quotidiane vite videamus : Plays, 1 
Conceive, were deviſed: by Poezs for 
| thispurpoſe; that in them, as in a Glaf, 
' we might ſee the! maners, and very 
Tmage of our daily life. Plays indeed are 
Glaſſes of the Paſſages, and Aftions of 
the world : and it is unhappy for G/affe:, 
when they fall into the hands of 1-fa- 
. voured faces; for they may chance to 
lay the Iltfaveurednef of their faces upon 
te Plafer:and juſt ſoit is with this man; 
for he Jays all the blame of the world's 


$ Up! 
ware good lay 
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Findicated. tzt |} 
tween real committing a Sin, and repre- 
ſenting it. But have we noteven in Sort. 
ptere ſome Examples, (which we' may 
| | apply withreverence) that things which 
| | cannot without zadecency be done, may 
| | yet without rmdecency be repreſexted ? 
+ | Can there be a more beaſtly, a motre' 
\ | ſhamefull a&t, then to ſhew one's ſelf 
© i tark naked before all people? yet the. 
f Prophet Eſay did fo 5 and did ſo three 
, | years together: and though in it felf 
- | it were a ſhamefull at, yetin him it was 
O || notſo;. becauſe he did it for no_ | 
mn i zzov. Can there be a more foul-, or, 
* | fooliſh at, then for a man purpoſely 
to marry a Fhoor, and to have children, + 
of Formcations? yet the Prophet Hoſes 'Þ 
did ſo: and, though in it ſelf it werea Þ} 
| moſt fooliſha; yet in him itwas not 
ſo, becauſe he did it for repreſentation. 
And may we not thetfdraw from hence 
not only an Apelogie for Plays, by reaſon 
of thcir lawfolneſs, but at Encoman al- 
ſo, by reaſon of their forcib/enef ? And 
for t is cauſe the great S$chole-man, Tho-, E 
\ {nes Aguings, ſaith, 'and faith'it in rhis, *+ | 
: : | K4 E, WM very +*,:7l 
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very caſe. Poetice Fatule tacerco invente 
ſunt, ut mortales adducerent ad virtutts ad. 
eptzonem, ac Vitti fugam, ad que fimplices 
bomines melts repr eſentatiombus, quam ra- 
$iontbus inducuntur, Plays were invented to 
this purpoſe, that men might the better be 
ararn to embrace Virtue, and to flie Vice; 
to which they are much better drawn by re- 
preſentations, then by reaſons. 


But he would bFthought very devout; 


he ſtands upon it,that we have other, far 
better, more Cryſtalline Glaſſes then 
Plays, even Scriptures, the Word of God, 
and Preachers, the Mrniſters of the Word 
of Goa, &c. As though, becauſe the San 
is a glorious Light of God's making, 
we might not uſe a Torch of our own 
making, when the Szn is down? The 
Scriptures indeed arc Dive Rules,God's 
Word is a Lanthorn to our feet, and a Light 
zo our paths, and Preachers are ſublime 
Schole-maſters, who ſit in Moſes Chair to 


1hſteuct! us 5 and I could wiſh with this 
man,that Prayers, & Sermons were more 


#1 requented, and -P/ays leſs 5 but yer not 
with this man's minde, as. though every 
VP F: oY | | One, 


oor eas - 


- one, that goes to a Play, were damned; 
1. | butbecaule Plays are but of Human? ink 
rs | 997m, and may miſcarry in that they 
< intend ; Sermons are of Dzvine inftitution, - 
os | 2nd have a promiſe of Grace annexed; 


;, | 2nd of which it is ſaid, That Faith comes 
by hearing. We ſee Plays but to refreſh 
7 Qur Spirits; but we hear Sermons to 


* | fandifie our Spirits : we ſee Plays but 
et | 25 2 bodily recreation; but we hear Ser- 
ar | onrasa ſpiritual edification ; which yet- 
.n | 1 ſpeak not to make compariſon, but to 


4 || ſhew there is no compari/onto be: made, 
: They are non eodem nominanaAa die, But 


” yet they are no Claſſes; he can never 

make a Glaſs of a Pulpit, as we may do 
b of a Stage; that may teach us to know 
te | our ſelves, bur it cannot ſhew us to ſee 


1s | our ſelves: this is onely done by repre- 
3, | ſentation, which is the proper Office, and 
work of Plays, If therefore we could 


to make rrue uſe of Plays, as Plays do 
hs their parts to offer it unto us, we ſhould 
re | notonely in them ſee our faults, but by 
BY them learn to amend our faw!ts; and 


though we attribute not nato them a 
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power of working ſpiritual Grace, which 
is proper to the Pr{pit z yet we may at- 
tribute to them a means of working 
Moral Virtue, which may be 'common to 
the Stage. Here he falls to exclaiming, 
(for he is excellent at loud exclamar:- 
ons) [Fel.733.] 0h, let it never be heard 
of in Gath,nor publiſhed in Askelon ; [| Fol. 
1Or. | for who can be ſo rrefily ſtupid, to 
think to learn any Grace, or Virtue from @ 
. Play-houſe ? Whoever ſought for Pearls m 
Dirt; or for a Cryſtal' Spring mm filthy 
Aſire ? with many ſuch, noleſs impert:. 
nent, then Pathetical Interrogatories; 
which he would uſe, if he were but 
ſpeaking of 'a Gooſe's going bare-foot. 
Indeed he bears himſelf very high ; as if 
he were |the onely Atlas to bear up the 
Firmament of Virtue ; and that we are all 
children'of the Giants, rhat fight againft 
God, and all goodneff: but we ler him 
Know, (if at leaſt he will learn ) that 
we honour Yzrtze as much ſincerely, as 
le would ſeem to dg, and we ſeek to ad- 
| Yance Pirtzeby more ways, then he di- 
*. r{s how-t6 do, We acknowledge 
TG RT, $0 | Prayer 
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Prayer the moſt ſovereign means; then 
reading of Scriptares ; . 996 hearing of 
Sermons; then conferring with learned 
Miniſters ; then conver/ing with Religious 
Perſons: but yet we exclude not infe- 
riour helps; for ſeeing all the means 
we can ule is little enough, why ſhould 

we neglect any meenr, though never ſo 
mean? And indeed,as Senece Lid of Ept- 
curus, Male audit, infamis eff, {ed imme- 
rits: He hath an ill report, and is infa> 


- mons, yet undeſervediy: (for though he 


made Plea/ure the Summum Bonum, yet 
be meant a Plea/mre lowing out of Vir- 
t:e) ſo we may lay of Plays ; Meal? au- 
diunt, infames ſunt , {ed tmmerits: They 
have an ill Name, an4 are infamous, but un-. 
defervedly - fog though they be in ſhew 
but Pleaſures, yet they bring a. profit 
with them, and conduce to Virtue, And 
ſeeing Heathen men might haye, and 


ofcentimes; had: in great emjnency Mo- M 


more, then to their ſecing of- Plays? -*- 
For, though Philo/ophy-gave them the : 
Rules, and Hiſtgries told themithe Tales, - 
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amples, which gave the life to. both the 
other. -For Kales of Philoſophy are but, 
dead Leſſors, and Tales of Hrifories 
make bur light. impreflion ; the Y7va 
vox, and Aron of the Player, is as a 
Leſſon in Muſick, played untc us by the 
Maſter ; and as a Seal upon both Senſe, 
and Underſtanding, the Print whereof 
1s reciprocally carried from one to the 
other with infinite repercuſſions. Rules 


refions, yet they want one to lead us 
by the hand; they bring us onely to 
Video moltora, probgque, and then leave us 
to Deteriora ſequor : where Plays do not 
| - onely ſhew us the Rz#hb7, but lead us in 

*, 1t;-not onely tell ns the way, but tread 
| *f it ont before us. Reading of Hiſtorres, 
{ though it be pleaſing to theLaderſtand- 
wil ing, yet it is weariſome to the Senſe; 

F. neither is the Underſtanding it ſelf ſo 


& as by what we hear, and ſee; and this 
makes Plays tobe of. far more uſe, and 
; profit then. &diftortes 3 becauſe in them 
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of Philoſophy, though they be good Dt- + 


much wrought upon by that we read, 
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we have ab/olu tely the help of one Senſe 


more, and the help of the other Senſe 


with far more force, and greater con- 
rentment. Andas for the Underſtand- 
ing, it is not onely ſooner, and better In. 
formed, butis Dilated alſo, and made 
both more cepable, and more —_— 
by ſecing of Plays, then by reading of 
- Hiſtories : ſecing in thefe the Phanta/eo, 
receiving it onely from the dead Book; 
and doing it all, itſelf alone, can be 
but faint 1n delivering it to the Undere 
ſtanding : where, in Plays, the Seeing 
prompts the Hearing, and the Hearing 
prompts the Szeing, and they both joyn 
rogether, to preſent it to the Fantafie, 
which, receiving it with vigour, with vi- 
gour transmits it to the Underftanding. 
I might quickly here grow tedious, iff 
ſhould follow the Matter, and not ob- 
ſerve Form, but ſecing too long Walks, 
though neyerſo olodtaoe; may be wearr- 
| ſome, 1 will make aftand here; onely 
. ſhewing, what an Hil is behinde to be a- 
ſcended, 'if, after private profits, 1 


ſuguld proceed to ſpeakof publick Bet; | 
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nefis: ; groving how | nceaifuyi itis, that 
the multitude, who live by their labours 
ſhould have Recreations allowed them 
to ſweeten their pains : - and that of all 
Recreations, hitherto invented, there is 
not any, for many Conſiderations, ſo 
worthy the embracing, as this of Plays: 
it isa general delight, general to Sex, to 
Age, to Quality 3, itis an innocent delight, 
innocent in Deed,and in Occoſen; it is 4 
cbeap delight, it ventures nothing, and 
ſpends Hot little ; itis a ſociable delight, 
oy do at —_ enjoy it, and all equal- 
ly; itisa read dclight, without waft of 
time, or trouble of waitingzit is a refreſb- 
mg delight,itbecalms the Spirits, where 
moſt other delights make 'the Pulſes 
F,þ beats itisa delight both: toSenſe, and 
"i Reoſen:and,of the. Senſes,more then one 
_ _ one-way do at once | 
it: and as forthe pains, we may tru Y 
fy of Pla, chrtey ereieby vo 
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but to lhew, they oo indeed- Fug _ 
light us, whar' can be alledged becrer 4 
then that, which Cicero ſaith, Qurd SL 


aicam um, ac 
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of the people. And left you ſhould think 
ir a baſe delight, as delightin co 
the ba/e multitude : hear what he 
further, and faith it not onely as a Wit 
nefi, but as a Party, making it a delight 
even of States-men: Et memucigh/qatek 
atleftatione omni negatits tmpedimsr ; & mm 
ot /a oceupatione delefiationes alias maltas 
abere poſiumus, ludis tamenobletamar, ©. 
ducimur : Even we our ſelves,who by reaſen 
of imployments are bindred from _ 
any delight, and in the imploynents them 
[elves may have many ether detights 
we al/o eft@rd,and takett with 
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.. prwa belly alt this white of Plays, and 
| wonld make w believe (Fol. 724.) that 
+ * none but lewd people are delighted with 
*  thern, cvenihe alfo can be proved to. 
delight in Player? You would think it 
nge: yet hear what Czcero ſaith to 
this point tooy- and that upon his cre, 
dit: -Deleflone hominesr, mth: crede , ludi, 
new eos ſo/tum. qu: fatentar, ſed iſler « etiam, 
| gui d;jinulant : Plays, believe me, delight 
all; mot them onely that confeſs it, but even 
8hem that would deny it, and do diſſemble 
' #1, And who Proto but that we ſhall 
| fiade. this man amongſt the Oratour's 
ok. * "s ie 
to make an End with him, that 
| never makes an end; ſceing Scriptures 
1nno kinde, antrent Farber, and Coun- 
cs, not in our kinde, have ever con- 
Plays  ſecing no Reaſons of 
any force can be bronght againſt them, 
E | Fong ny may be alledged for them ; 
- feeing they rather deſerve Commenaati- 
= then need Defence, Ihope to finde 
"YY 2 kent loment ſo. weak, or 
'f : , as tO ſes his: s hand 
to 
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to this man's per, or to lend his voy! 
ro this man's throat, in.making Outcrys - 2 
ith againſt Plays ; but that he. will, be con." 
to -F* rent, as to fee the wide. world drama _ 
Rt ff in a Mop, and a large Hiſtory. in an © 
to NF Abridgment 5 {o tg ſee,and favour Plays,  * 
© | which are nothing, but Epitomes of the © 
7, | World's behaviour. i 
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